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Senator Duff, Representative Reed, Senator Chapin, Representative Hoydick, and members of the
Energy & Technology Committee, thank you for this opportunity to testify before you today on this
important piece of legislation. Raised Bill No. 353 an Act Concerning the Development of Class |
Renewable Energy Source Projects. My name is Shaun Chapman; | am the Director of Policy & Electricity
Markets for SolarCity the nation’s leading full service solar energy company. | also serve on the Board of
Directors for REEBA, the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Business Association.

As a member company of REEBA, SolarCity is proud to serve the people of Connecticut. We take energy
legislation very seriously. Before the passage of Public Act 11-80, and act that supported the growth of
instate renewable energy, SolarCity employed precisely zero people in the state of Connecticut. Today
that number is sixty (60), and we have twenty (20) open positions on our job board. There are a number
of factors that have led to our ability to operate and thrive in Connecticut such as favorable and fair Net
Metering policy, good housing stock, and a population that cares about saving money and the
environment. Public Act 11 — 80 served as a catalyst to allow us to make a firm commitment to this
state.

SolarCity is not alone in making this investment. The solar foundation solar jobs report shows that from
2012 to 2013 Connecticut added 420 new solar jobs. As these numbers show, many of these jobs are in
the installation of solar equipment, jobs that inherently cannot be exported.

This is why it is important to continue to support the deployment of renewable energy within the
borders of Connecticut. It is the best way, dollar for dollar, to secure clean energy investment within the
state and thus support a healthy and robust job market that can meet 21* century needs.

Raised Bill No. 353 does just this. The large renewable sector of the market has largely gone unfulfilled,
with clean energy and job potential left unrealized in an otherwise healthy and robust market. We
should be capitalizing on the investments made as a result of Public Act 11-80, and growing this market
in concert with the great growth that has been the result of the CEFIA residential programs, as well as
the LREC and ZREC programs. Importantly, key tax provisions at the federal level in the form of the
Investment Tax credit (ITC) are under threat of rescinding at the end of 2016. For Connecticut to
maximize the investment dollars available from the federal Government, they should institute this
program immediately so private developers are further incentivized to bring jobs and investment capital
to the state of Connecticut.



In closing, | want to thank this committee for taking the time to hear testimony on this important issue.
Over the last three years Connecticut has been at the forefront of clean energy investment. A
relationship we believe to be strong between policy makers and the industry which REEBA represents. |
am happy to answer any follow up questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Shaun Chapman
Director of Policy & Electricity Markets
REEBA, Board Member



