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The following testimony is submitted on behalf of the Connecticut Farm Bureau, a statewide nonprofit 
membership organization of over 5,000 families dedicated to farming and the future of Connecticut 
agriculture.   
 
Senator Duff, Representative Reed, members of the committee, 
 
 
The Connecticut Farm Bureau supports Raised Bill 5414. We believe that the charge contained in the bill to 
require the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority to initiate a docket to develop Connecticut-based renewable 
energy sources is important. Simply requiring a percentage of our power to come from renewable sources is 
not enough. We need to look closely at the cumulative benefits of developing a strong renewable energy 
system here in Connecticut. Investment, jobs and grid diversity can all be advantages of developing a strong 
Connecticut-based renewable energy system. In the case of on-farm renewable energy projects, the benefits 
are even greater. Last year this legislature passed agricultural virtual net metering that will allow for the 
development of clean renewable energy projects on our farms. This will allow farmers to reduce their energy 
costs and enhance their revenue by selling excess power back into the grid. The result will likely be that 
more farms will be able to stay in business and less land will be converted to non-agricultural uses. 
Anaerobic digestion projects have the added benefit of managing manure to reduce nutrient runoff and 
reduce emissions and odors. We need to look closely at all of the benefits of developing renewable energy 
projects here in Connecticut and not just the price of renewable power from outside the state. 
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