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Testimony In Support of
HB 5410 AAC Gas Companies' Cost Recovery of Lost and Unaccounted for Gas

I am Martin Mador, 130 Highland Ave., Hamden, CT 06518. I am the volunteer
Legislative Chair for the Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club. I hold a Masters of
Environmental Management degree from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies.

The rationale for this bill is not at all complex.

Natural gas contains methane, which is a potent greenhouse gas, much strong than CO2 in
its effect on global warming. There is no disagreement that the natural gas distribution system
leaks significant quantities of the gas to the atmosphere. The utility companies have no economic
incentive to stop these leaks, so the costs are borne by the consumer. 

This bill directs PURA to cap the costs passed on to consumers, so that the distribution
utilities will find it economically cost effective to fix the leaks and thus minimize the emissions. 

Providing economic incentives to encourage doing the right thing is good environmental
strategy. To do this to reduce climate disruption is highest priority.

In order to monitor the state of these emissions, and to ensure they are decreasing, we
recommend imposing a periodic reporting requirement.

The Sierra Club strongly endorses HB 5410.
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