Senate Bill 313 - An Act Concerning Participation in WIC and Senior Nutrition Farmers' Market
Programs by Certain Non Profit Farmers has been introduced into the Environment Committee
by Senator Hartley and has been set for public hearing for Friday, March 7th.

This landmark legislation will allow the institution of a pilot program that will increase access to
fresh food by those participants of the summer WIC and Senior Nutrition Farmers Market
Coupons.

| am in support of this bill because it addresses a documented need on our community - food
security for some very vulnerable populations. United Way has identified food security and is
working with community partners, food pantries and soup kitchens, to bring needed resources to
low income individuals and families. With seven identified food deserts in Waterbury, access to
nutritious food is a major obstacle to good health of low income residents.

This bill will institute a pilot program in Waterbury that has the potential to demonstrate how
those with WIC and Senior Nutrition coupons can leverage these resources to gain access to
fresh produce and more. Brass City Harvest it working in partnership with local providers to
bring this opportunity to residents through their various markets. The ability for people with
coupons to use them at Brass City Harvest outlets is critical to leveraging this resource.
Supporting this bill is supporting greater access to food.

| ask you to help us champion a cause that will benefit those most in need in our community.

Sincerely,

JoAnn Reynolds-Balanda

Vice President of Community Impact
United Way of Greater Waterbury
100 North Elm St.
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