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  OF	
  

NATIONAL	
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  OF	
  INDEPENDENT	
  BUSINESS	
  (NFIB)	
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  MARKOWSKI,	
  CONNECTICUT	
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  DIRECTOR	
  

OPPOSING	
  
SB-­‐238,	
  AA	
  ESTABLISHING	
  A	
  LANDSCAPE	
  CONTRACTORS	
  LICENSE	
  

BEFORE	
  THE	
  
ENVIRONMENT	
  COMMITTEE	
  

FEBRUARY	
  28,	
  2014	
  
	
  
A	
  non-­‐profit,	
  non-­‐partisan	
  organization	
  founded	
  in	
  1943,	
  NFIB	
  is	
  Connecticut’s	
  and	
  the	
  nation’s	
   leading	
  small-­‐
business	
   association.	
  	
   In	
   Connecticut,	
   NFIB	
   represents	
   thousands	
   of	
   members	
   and	
   their	
   employees.	
   	
   NFIB	
  
membership	
   is	
   scattered	
  across	
   the	
   state	
   and	
   ranges	
   from	
   sophisticated	
  high	
   technology	
   enterprises	
   to	
   “Main	
  
Street”	
  small	
  businesses	
  to	
  single-­‐person	
  “Mom	
  &	
  Pop”	
  shops	
  that	
  operate	
  in	
  traditional	
  ways.	
  	
  NFIB’s	
  mission	
  is	
  
“To	
  promote	
  and	
  protect	
  the	
  right	
  of	
  its	
  members	
  to	
  own,	
  operate,	
  and	
  grow	
  their	
  businesses.”	
  	
  On	
  behalf	
  of	
  those	
  
small-­‐	
  and	
  independent-­‐	
  job-­‐providers	
  in	
  Connecticut,	
  I	
  offer	
  the	
  following	
  comments:	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
NFIB/Connecticut	
   has	
   significant	
   concerns	
   with	
   SB-­‐238,	
   and	
   suggests	
   rejection.	
   	
   A	
   new	
  
state	
  mandate	
   on	
   essentially	
   anyone	
  who	
   is	
  mowing	
   a	
   lawn	
  or	
   raking	
   leaves	
   to	
   obtain	
   a	
  
license	
   is	
   unnecessary	
   and	
   counterproductive	
   to	
   entrepreneurship.	
   	
   NFIB/Connecticut	
   is	
  
concerned	
   about	
   the	
   implications	
   and	
   vagaries	
   of	
   such	
   an	
   overly	
   broad	
   definition	
   of	
  
“landscape	
   contractor”	
   as	
   contained	
   in	
   Section	
   1	
   of	
   the	
   bill.	
   	
   Under	
   the	
   contemplated	
  
definition,	
  many	
  existing	
  and	
  would-­‐be	
  small	
  businesses	
  could	
  be	
  impacted,	
  including	
  those	
  
landscape	
  businesses	
  which	
  have	
  been	
  safely	
  and	
  legally	
  operating	
  for	
  many	
  years	
  all	
  the	
  
way	
  down	
  to	
  the	
  high	
  school	
  student	
  who	
  is	
  just	
  starting	
  out	
  a	
  lawn	
  mowing	
  businesses	
  on	
  
the	
  side.	
  	
  The	
  government	
  mandate	
  in	
  SB-­‐238	
  is	
  an	
  economically	
  dangerous	
  imposition	
  of	
  
additional	
   costs	
   and	
   further	
  meddling	
   by	
   state	
   government	
   into	
   the	
   operations	
   of	
  many	
  
Connecticut	
  employers,	
  the	
  very	
  employers	
  who	
  are	
  being	
  relied	
  upon	
  to	
  help	
  lead	
  the	
  state	
  
into	
   economic	
   recovery.	
   	
  NFIB	
  members	
   believe	
   that	
   small	
   business	
   owners	
   ought	
   to	
   be	
  
spending	
   their	
   time	
   working	
   on	
   and	
   in	
   their	
   business,	
   not	
   filling	
   out	
   forms	
   for	
   the	
  
government	
  and	
  subject	
  to	
  unnecessary	
  licensing	
  requirements	
  that	
  serve	
  no	
  real	
  purpose	
  
other	
  than	
  to	
  take	
  money	
  and	
  time	
  away	
  from	
  entrepreneurs.	
  	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  comment,	
  and	
  NFIB	
  urges	
  lawmakers	
  to	
  take	
  no	
  action	
  on	
  
SB-­‐238.	
  
	
  


