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Good morning Senator Meyer, Representative Gentile, Senator Chapin, Representative Shaban 

and the distinguished member of the Environment Committee, my name is Edward Golinowski, 

I am the President of the Connecticut Environmental Council (CTEC).  I appreciate this 

opportunity to submit testimony on Senate Bill 68, An Act Authorizing the Use of Certain 

Microbial and Biochemical Pesticides and Grub Control Products on School Grounds. 

 

CTEC is a membership organization representing associations and professionals in the green 

industry.  Our membership includes the Connecticut Grounds Keepers Association, the 

Connecticut Tree Protective Association, the Connecticut Pest Control Association, the 

Connecticut Irrigation Contractors Association, the Connecticut Association of Golf Course 

Superintendents and the Connecticut Farm Bureau Association.  

 

Senate Bill 68 would permit a very specific product to be used to address grub control on public 

and private school grounds K to 8.  CTEC is sympathetic to the problems schools are having 

across the state since the July 1, 2010 ban on the use of EPA registered pesticides on public and 

private school grounds K to 8.  Since the ban, athletic fields and school grounds have fallen into 

complete disrepair, despite the best efforts of the licensed professionals to maintain the 

properties, but as a result of the ban professionals lack the necessary and effective tools to 

provide for a safe and healthy property for students.  The ban does not allow any EPA registered 

pest controls to be used.  Over the past three years pest populations have grown without controls 

rendering many athletic fields and school grounds unplayable (see attached pictures). 

 

The problem of grub control on school grounds is just one of many issues facing these schools.  

Since the ban, schools are having problems with tick populations, poison ivy taking over fence 

lines, planting beds and bounder areas as well as poor compacted athletic fields just to name a 

few of the problems.  All of these issues present a hazard to students. 

 

CTEC believes that it is bad public policy to draft legislation that carves out an exception for one 

EPA registered product.  What happens when the grubs become resistant, and they will become 

resistant, to this one product? 

 

Numerous municipal organizations, responsible for ensuring that our students have healthy and 

safe schools grounds support a comprehensive approach to controlling pest population rather 

than dealing with it on a piecemeal basis like this proposal.  The U.S. EPA recommends that 

schools utilize an Integrated Pest Management approach to care for school grounds; this is the 

approach Connecticut should adopt. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide you with this testimony. 


