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Testimony In Favor of
SB 27 AAC Connecticut's Recycling And Materials Management Strategy

I am Martin Mador, 130 Highland Ave., Hamden, CT 06518. I am the volunteer
Legislative Chair for the Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club. I hold a Masters of
Environmental Management degree from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies.

Addressing solid waste issues has long been a part of the Sierra Club’s environmental
portfolio. So we endorse SB 27.

For many decades, we celebrated our ability to produce goods for consumption without
caring about the consequences. As the planet’s population grew and grew, we slowly realized
what those consequences were. While the story of the frog in hot water actually is not
scientifically true, it’s still a great analogy. 

We are just starting to seriously consider how to manage those consequences. Our
newfound mantra “reduce, reuse, recycle” embodies much wisdom. We need strategies to
address each of these three.

The state has a critical role to play in all three of these solutions. We are pleased to see
DEEP strongly committed to the issue, and look forward to much more to come.

SB 27 addresses the need to move beyond the 1970's solution of incineration. 
-It raises the recycling goal, albeit slightly.
-It establishes a non-profit organization focused on promoting recycling
-It recognizes the role of incineration in reducing the incentive to recycle, as incinerators

need the feed stock

Over the past several years, we have established programs for Extended Producer
Responsibility, or Product Stewardship, which gives manufacturers responsibility for
appropriately handling their material post consumer use. We now have programs for electronics,
paint, and mattresses. Batteries and carpets might be next. We would like to see legislation
which establishes EPR as a method of choice for the state; which ensures that resources will be
available at DEEP for devising and overseeing EPR programs actually run by the manufacturers;
and which calls for continuous development of programs for goods not yet covered.

http://www.connecticut.sierraclub.org

