
For Our Customers: 
 
Connecticut’s New “Bamboo” Law (P.A.13-82) 
 
This law, passed in the 2013 legislative session, uses the term “running bamboo” throughout.  
However, be aware it concerns only Phyllostachys, a genus of hardy running bamboo. 
Phyllostachys is a fast-growing plant that if not properly contained can spread rapidly from the point of 
planting to areas where bamboo growth is not wanted.   
 
Label Information 
Retail sellers of Phyllostachys must provide this information plus methods of containment on all 
Phyllostachys sold.  You may be fined if this isn’t provided.  Summer Hill has a required label on all 
Phyllostachys we sell in Connecticut.  Also, we can supply you with labels at our cost. 
 
Under Connecticut law (Public Act 13-82) 
It is now illegal to allow Phyllostachys planted on a property, to grow beyond the boundaries of that 
property.  Since October 1, 2013, there is also liability for removal costs and any damages caused to 
neighboring properties (although no one seems to know for sure if this pertains to pre-existing 
plantings or only those installed after October 1, 2013.) 
 
Since October 1, 2013, any Phyllostachys planted on a property within 100 feet of a neighboring 
property or a public right-of-way must be planted within a containment system or in an above-ground 
container that does not come in contact with the soil.  If this requirement is not met, there can be a 
fine of $100 per day until removal or containment of the Phyllostachys is completed. 
 
RUNNING BAMBOO – There are several other genera and species of “running bamboo” – mostly 
ground cover and shrub types. They are not subject to this law and may be planted anywhere – 
although a containment system is recommended for them also.  Also “clump bamboo” – genus 
Fargesia, can be planted anywhere and will not spread. 
 
Containment recommendations for Phyllostachys 
Each situation is unique and the following containment recommendations are intended only as a 
general guide.  Depending on soil conditions, species of bamboo planted, and other factors, 
containment needs at your location may be different. You can install a barrier out of polyethylene 
(plastic), metal, cement or other materials to surround the bamboo planting.  Black polyethylene 60 
mil thick and 36” deep is now the most popular and effective containment device for Phyllostachys 
(lesser thickness and depth for ground cover and shrub bamboo). The barrier should extend at least 
34” deep into the soil and above the soil by at least 2”.  Seams or joints in the material should be 
overlapped and reinforced.  Regular maintenance of the barrier will be required for the containment 
system to remain effective.  In the fall make sure no rhizomes have grown over the barrier (hence the 
2” above soil level.)  Also, as mentioned above, you can plant bamboo within an aboveground pot or 
planter that does not come in contact with the soil. 
 
ELIMINATION of “escaped” Phyllostachys (and other running bamboo) can be accomplished with 
applications of glyphosate (Roundup or its generic form) in late summer +/or early autumn.  
Glyphosate can also be used to contain Phyllostachys and other running bamboo by spraying culms 
at the perimeter of a planting. 
 
For further control recommendations or any other bamboo information, give us a call.  


