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To: Environment Committee
From: Virginia Walton, Mansfield Recycling Coordinator
Date: February 28, 2014

Re: Senate Bill No 67, An Act Concerning the Inclusion of Juices, Teas and Sports Drinks under
Connecticut’s Bottle Bill - support with suggestions.

On behalf of the Town of Mansfield, | am writing to you in support of Senate Bill 67 with some
modifications. The current system of placing a five-cent deposit on beverage containers serves the
interest of the citizens of Connecticut. It provides an incentive for recycling bottles and cans as well as
supports the State's Solid Waste Management Plan and Climate Change Action Plan.

Mansfield would benefit from the bottle bill's expansion since a significant portion of the Town's
residents are affiliated with the University of Connecticut and many are transient members of the
community. The bottle bill provides a consistent framework for recycling in a state where 169
communities offer differing recycling programs. The items included in the bottle bill are well known by
Connecticut’s residents, regardless of which community they come from.

While SB 67 adds three types of beverages to the update, we suggest that all single serving beverage
containers based on their size, rather than beverage, should be included in this bill. This includes nips
(single 1.5 ounce bottles of liquor) as they have become a litter problem in our community and natural
spaces. The handling fee should be raised to 3.5 cents to help redemption centers and stores that take
back bottles. Connecticut currently has a low handling fee of 1.5 to 2 cents. We ask that you consider
including wine and liquor bottles to increase glass recycling in Connecticut by creating a purer resource
stream and thus a more valuable commodity.

With these modifications, we believe bill 67 will help move the State’s recycling rate forward.



