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Thank you Senator Meyers and Representative Gentile and members of the Environment Committee for
this opportunity to support SB 67, AAC the Inclusion of Juices, Teas and Sports Drinks under
Connecticut’s Bottle Bill.

My name is Kim O’Rourke and | have been working as the Recycling Coordinator for the City of
Middletown for over twenty years. | am here today to express my support for this legislation which will
help increase recycling in Connecticut.

| am supporting this expansion because recovery and recycling of items through a bottle bill system is
much higher and it provides a better quality material for manufacturers.

The bottle bill provides an incentive to recycle. Financial incentives work better than any voluntary
program, whether it is curbside, drop off, single stream, dual stream or public space. This has been
proven over and over again. By adding the deposit to other containers, it will increase the amount of
material recycled.

As a municipal recycling coordinator, | have inspected many garbage and recycling containers. | have
seen that many, many single serve containers are not recycled. Most people don’t seem to save their
single serve drink containers until they get home or see a recycling bin. Most municipalities do not have
the funding to provide adequate public space recycling containers. Most public space recycling
containers get contaminated. However, the beverage containers with a nickel deposit are either pulled
out of the garbage or saved for recycling. It does make a difference. Because of the way CT’s system is
designed, | do not believe expanding the bottle bill will pull material away from the processing centers,
but it will help capture material which is currently going into the garbage.

Bottle bill material also provides a cleaner product for manufacturers. The quality of the raw material is
much better when it is not mixed with other curbside recyclables. This provides the manufacturers with
a better, more marketable product.

The Committee should include all single serve beverage containers based on their size, not by their
name. New products come forth all the time and who knows what will be on the market tomorrow.
The State should also consider including bottle bill numbers in its State’s recycling rate. Expanding the
bottle bill will increase recycling but it is important to include those numbers in the state recycling
calculations.

Thank you for your attention. Please feel free to contact me at 860-638-4855 or
kim.orourke@middletownct.gov should you have any questions.
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