Senator Meyer, Representative Gentile and members of the
Environment Committee - the member companies of the
Connecticut Beer Wholesalers Association are opposed to Senate
Bill 67 AAC The Inclusion Of Juices, Teas and Sports Drinks under
Connecticut Bottle Bill.

In 2008-2009 State policy shifted the entire cost of the recycling
program on to Connecticut businesses. The Connecticut Beer
Wholesalers ask that you recognize that we cannot carry additional
financial cost of the bottle bill - the financial impact is substantial.

At one time, the State was our partner, and there was recognition that
there was a cost to handling these containers; however, for three, years
the cost shifted entirely to small Connecticut companies. We are six
small family owned and operated businesses, and to consider adding
further cost in association with the bottle law is extremely unfair.

6. REVENUE:
Bulk aluminum.

5. COST: Pay
drivers to pick
up from package

stores.
PUBLIC ACT 08-01: Amendments to the State’s “Bottle Bill”
Concerning the Handling of Deposits? During the November 24,
2008 Special Session, the Connecticut General Assembly began to
require that on or before January 5, 2009 and thereafter, every 4, COST:
“deposit initiator” for beverages opened a new separate bank Reimburse
account. The account is used to deposit the “refund value” (5 cents) retailer or
for each beverage container sold in the state. redemption
. . . center.
This change shifted the entire cost of the bottle
bill to distributors:
- Distributors are required to pick-up empties from a retailer, 3.COST:
and send empties to a facility to be processed. Processing
- Distributors pay a processing fee and pick-up fee. fee and pick
The processing and transportation of empty containers to a up fee.
recycler is costly to a wholesaler.
- Distributors reimburse the retailer or redemption center .05 for
each beer container plus a handling fee of .015 for each beer
container.
- Distributors pay drivers to pick up bottles and cans. 2. COST:
2011, areverse vending provider handling the return of Tranf;port
deposit containers at supermarkets, began requiring beer empties to
distributors to pay 0.22 a case to pick up bottles and cans from processing
the machines at retail stores. facility.
Everyone supports the environmental benefits of recycling, but not
everyone is participating in these costs. Rather than expanding the
bottle bill, we suggest the Environment Committee revisit aspects 1. COST:
of the current law and consider the ramifications of additional cost Pick u
. . . . P
to our business. We also request you consider providing relief for the empties

Connecticut companies that have made the bottle bill work.

Thank you.
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