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Testimony In Favor of
HB 5419 AAC the Preservation of the Savin Farm in Lebanon

I am Martin Mador, 130 Highland Ave., Hamden, CT 06518. I am the volunteer
Legislative Chair for the Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club. I hold a Masters of
Environmental Management degree from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies.

Preservation of Connecticut’s farmland is a high priority for the Sierra Club. Farming
keeps land as open space, and, of provides local food for us. The most provocative
slogan/bumper sticker ever written is “No Farms, No Food”.

HB 5419 would convey a permanent conservation easement to a nonprofit organization
whose mission includes the protection of agricultural lands. This would permanently protect the
farm's prime agricultural lands at a minimal cost to the state, far less than outright purchase.

According to the Working Lands Alliance, “The Savin Farm was one of 7 state-owned
farmland properties identified for protection by a 2010 report by the Farmland Preservation
Advisory Board. The 575-acre property was at the top of the list, due to the high percentage of
prime soils on the property and its location in an active agricultural community.”

Please ensure that the language of the bill restricts future use of the property to
agricultural uses.

Protection of this farm is thus a priority, so the Sierra Club recommends passage of HB
5419.
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