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Co-Chairs Meyer, Gentile and Members of the Environment Committee:

Please accept this testimony on behalf of the Connecticut Land Conservation Council (CLCC) in
support of Raised HB 5419, An Act Concerning the Preservation of the Savin Farm in
Lebanon, which provides permanent protection for valuable state agricultural land.

CLCC works with land trusts (now numbering over 137), other conservation and advocacy
organizations, government entities and landowners to increase the pace, quality, scale and
permanency of land conservation in Connecticut while assuring the perpetual, high quality
stewardship of conserved lands in the state. To that end, working to ensure that state lands
valuable for conservation and agricultural purposes are protected in perpetuity is at the core of
our mission and thus an annual policy priority for CLCC.

The Savin Farm was one of 7 state-owned farmland properties identified for protection by a 2010
report by the Farmland Preservation Advisory Board. The 575-acre property was at the top of the
list, due to the high percentage of prime soils on the property and its location in an active
agricultural community. The farm is adjacent to several preserved properties along the Yantic
River and has significant value for its natural resources and recreational uses as well.

Savin Farm also provides significant economic benefit to the town of Lebanon and the state’s
overall agricultural economy. Nearly half of the Savin Farm is leased to an active dairy
operation, and the remaining agricultural land is leased for corn and hay production to a member
of The Farmer's Cow — a six family dairy cooperative that markets itself under a single brand.

Modeled after PA 13-19, AAC the Preservation of the Southbury Training School, HB 5419
provides for protection of the Savin Farm through a grant of a conservation easement to a
nonprofit conservation organization which, coupled with the requirement in section d that
agricultural activities on the property be conducted in accordance with a USDA-NRCS
Conservation Plan, we contend is the most effective means of assuring high quality stewardship
and protection of the land’s agricultural and other conservation values in perpetuity.

In short, the protection of Savin Farm will protect valuable natural resources, support local
businesses, promote tourism, and continue to provide the public with an opportunity to enjoy
Connecticut’s agricultural landscape for generations to come. We commend the Governor for
his continued commitment to farmland preservation and appreciate the opportunity to continue to
work with the Administration and this Committee on broader efforts to permanently protect state
lands valuable for conservation and agricultural purposes.
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