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February 28, 2014 
 
Environment Committee 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT  06106 
 
 
Re: R.B. No. 5309 An Act Concerning Abandoned Boats. 
 
Chairmen Meyer & Gentile, Senator Chapin, Rep. Shaban and Distinguished Members; 
 

The Connecticut Marine Trades Association (CMTA) and our member businesses urge 
you to support R.B. No. 5309 An Act Concerning Abandoned Boats.  This bill outlines 
another way to take care of vessels that have been abandoned by their owners or have 
broken free and drifted onto another’s property due to a storm or having been insufficiently 
secured.  It will allow appropriate people with standing to take possession of the subject 
vessel and relocate it for safety.  It also establishes a timeframe of when and how the 
possessor may then exercise their rights and assume ownership or get compensated for 
securing the vessel. 

 
This is a good bill that provides a second opportunity to deal with dated storage vessels 

and ones that a property owner must relocate to clear their property.  It is not a process to 
ensure reimbursement to a tradesperson for work or parts that they may have provided the 
vessel in the past.  The vessel lien process as outlined beginning in C.G.S 49-55 was 
designed to help a contractor collect an outstanding debt from a vessel by leveraging the 
owner to pay or, after a process, auctioning the vessel to secure payment.   

 
R.B. No. 5309 An Act Concerning Abandoned Boats, for the most part, is a workable 

process, however in section (f)(4) it states that any lienholder “shall be liable…for any 
damage…to the vessel during removal…” CMTA believes that any person involved in the 
process, storage, or movement of the abandoned vessel, if acting in good faith, should be 
immune from any civil liability for damage to the vessel.  This should apply to any lienholder 
or any person with a bona fide security interest as well as any worker in the process.                                                                                                     
            

We urge you again to support R.B. No. 5309 An Act Concerning Abandoned Boats 
with the simple change suggested in the paragraph above.  It is an additional tool in the 
process of handling abandoned vessels and may play an active part in cleaning up the 
landscape after the next violent nature event disrupts the waterfront.   

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this issue and please know that we are 

available to discuss them at any time. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
John S. Johnson   Grant W. Westerson  Linda A. Kowalski 
Vice Chairman- Legislative Affairs President    The Kowalski Group 


