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Environmental Committee Public Hearing
Friday, February 28, 2014
Testimony in Support of,
Governor’s Bill No. 5044, An Act Concerning Domestieated Horses

Honored Chairs, Ranking Members and Members of the Environmental Committee

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for considering Governor’s Bill 5044 and I
offer the following testimony in favor of this proposal.

The recent Appellate Court ruling which deemed horses “inherently dangerous” is alarming, I
speak on behalf of numerous horse owners in my district when I say this characterization is
absurd, Growing up on a farm with horses myself, I feel personally obliged to voice my concerns
with this ruling. Horses are not “a species naturally inclined to do mischief or be vicious.”
Rather, they are gentle, majestic animals and have been part of our history for generations.

Furthermore, I am concerned about the ways in which this ruling can impact horse owners
directly. It will most likely make horses more expensive to insure and possibly open up their
owners to further lawsuits. Allowing this ruling to stand would be incredibly harmful to the
equine industry in our state. Indeed, this industry is a substantial one. According to a 2006 report
by the UConn College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Connecticut has a higher
population of horses than any other New England state.

It is my hope that we can come together to protect the interests of horse owners in my district
and in rural communities throughout Connecticut.

Thank you for your consideration and please support Governor’s Bill 5044, An Act Concerning
Domesticated Horses,

Lezlye Zupkus, State Representative, 89" District

Please Visil My Website: www.reprupkus com



