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Distinguished Senators, Representatives, I thank you for providing Connecticut 
residences and myself the opportunity to speak to you about the Act Concerning Special 
Education (HRB No. 5562) that you are now considering. 
 
My name is Susan Fredette. For the past decade, my husband and I have run a center for 
literacy difficulties caused primarily by Dyslexia and ADHD. As with many present 
before you today, I have been living with the consequences of the inadequacy of dyslexia 
awareness since I struggled to read and spell my first words. I however, am luckier than 
many from my generation who never heard about dyslexia until much later in their lives, 
if at all. My dyslexia was caught by my ophthalmologist when I was in fifth grade, and 
because of this, my parents and I were better able to understand that my literacy 
difficulties were not related to my intelligence. Over the years, the knowledge that I have 
Dyslexia has allowed me to push forward and become a successful college graduate and 
business owner. Without a clear understanding of the cause of my struggles, it is very 
likely that I would have given up on my dreams. However, I believe that I would have 
been able to accomplish even more if I had received appropriate intervention. 
 
With knowledge comes power, and specifically indicating that a child has Dyslexia on 
the IEP form will allow parents and guardians not only the opportunity to seek out the 
best solutions and interventions for their dyslexic child (or children) but also allow 
Dyslexia to come out of the void of misunderstanding and into the light of recognition as 
an understandable and identifiable neurological profile. 
 
Although there is still much work to be done beyond simply adding Dyslexia to the IEP 
form, the passing of this bill, with some changes, such as referring to dyslexia as 
Developmental Dyslexia in line its medical diagnostic terminology, will herald in a new 
era of education in Connecticut where parents of dyslexic children will no longer have 
the all to face the blank, fearful, and confused stares of educators at PPT meetings. 
Instead, parents and educators will be able to converse together using the same 
terminology, language, understanding of a child's literacy difficulties. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity. 
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