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March 14, 2014  
 
To: Edtestimony@cga.ct.gov 
 
Subject: Raised Bill No. 5562 Testimony “An Act Concerning Special Education” 
 
Dear State of Connecticut Legislators: 
 
I am writing in support of RB No. 5562 and to request your approval of this legislation (1) to 
provide professional development for teachers regarding dyslexia detection and intervention and 
(2) to include dyslexia on the Individualized Education Program (IEP). I write from the 
perspective of a special educator with over 40 years of experience—as a teacher, administrator, 
researcher, and curriculum designer—all dedicated to helping individuals with reading 
disabilities. Over the course of this career, I have witnessed an abundant convergence of evidence 
documenting both the profile of dyslexia, as well as evidence of the effectiveness of appropriate 
instructional intervention on learning. Indeed, educators currently have the knowledge required to 
prevent reading failure for many children. Prevention is cost effective for administrators, 
teachers, and children. 
 
Why is early detection so critical? In addition to the cost factors, research indicates that the 
probability is high that a child who is a poor reader at the end of first grade will remain a poor 
reader by the end of fourth grade; once behind in reading, those children remain behind (see Juel, 
C. (1988). Learning to Read and Write: A Longitudinal Study of 54 Children From First Through 
Fourth Grades. Journal of Educational Psychology, Vol 80. No. 4, 437 0 447). Research—
educational and scientific—has also clarified characteristics of children with dyslexia that allow 
educators to identify and address the barriers imposed from this diagnosis. At the intersection of 
this knowledge and children are teachers.  With the right knowledge and support, teachers are 
able to identify and teach effectively. Professional development is the vehicle to address this 
intersection.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. The educational welfare of countless children 
depends on your support. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Nancy Chapel Eberhardt 
Consultant, 3T Literacy Group 

 
 

 


