March 16, 2014
Testimony re. RHB 5562, Section 1, An Act Concerning Special Education
Co-chairs, Representative Fleischmann and Senator Stillman and members of the
committee, | am Liam Kells, a student in 10 grade at Fairfield College Preparatory High
School, in Fairfield, CT. | am here to support HRB 5562 Section 1 with modification to
include a definition of dyslexia to support understanding and professional development

specific to dyslexia awareness.

My mother had me tested in second grade because no matter how much extra reading

help | received | could not learn how to read The results were that | had no serious disability.
Then during that summer my parents had me retest privately (outside of the public school)
and it showed that | was very dyslexic. In third grade | went into special education and
received specialized reading instruction. However, in that school year | began to
dramatically fall behind in reading compared to my peers. Special education was a “two

step forward one step backward” processes. It wasn’t helping as much as it should.

| believe that | would have benefitted from an early dyslexia screening because | would have
been identified as dyslexic in either Kindergarten or First Grade. Kindergarten and First
grade are the best years for teaching children how to read. Why shouldn’t dyslexics learn
how to read in those grades too? It's not at all fair that dyslexics don’t even begin to get
any kind of specialized reading instruction until about third grade. While the non-dyslexics

are learning their “a, b, c’'s” the unfortunate dyslexics are completely confused, feeling



stupid, and feeling totally inadequate for years until someone recognizes that maybe their

is a learning issue, which usually doesn’t happen until third grade. | think that if | was tested
at a very early age and then given specialized reading instruction the story of my
educational career would have been completely different. | would have been able to stay in
public school and use my new reading sKkills to learn science, math, english, social studies,
etc. without having to struggle and ultimately leave the comfort of my neighborhood school

and go to a specialized school that taught me how to read.

When my mother and | discovered we both were dyslexic we went straight to the computer
and searched the term “dyslexia”. There we found not only what dyslexia was but what
were the specialized reading instruction methods that need to be used to teach dyslexics
how to read. IN addition, the search resulted in identifying a lot of very successful people
who were dyslexic. The term “specific learning disability” is what is used in public school
when a child is identified as reading disabled. “Specific learning disability” seems more
like a broad mystery and hurts more than it helps. To be labeled “specific learning
disability” you do not have a clear definition on what that is and a defined way to remediate
it. You also do not find anyone, successful or not, that identifies themselves as “specific
learning disabled”. As a result the child has no sense of hope that he or she is going to be

able to learn how to read and ultimately be successful.

| strongly believe that teachers and children will benefit from teacher training in the area of

dyslexia. Teachers will benefit by knowing that they are teaching ALL their students how to



read. Dyslexic children will benefit because they will learn to read at the same time as their
peers. With being instructed in the specialized way, dyslexic children will view themselves
as equal, not “less than”, everyone else in their classroom and school. Teachers could also
help avoid stigmatizing situations for the dyslexic child, for example, not calling on them to
read aloud in class. This would give the child hope and show that others really do care
about them especially their teachers. From my personal experience | know that dyslexic

children often do not feel like their teachers truly care about them or believe in them.

Thank you.

Liam Kells



