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My	
  name	
  is	
  Jane	
  Purcell,	
  and	
  I	
  live	
  in	
  Roxbury,	
  Connecticut.	
  	
  I	
  have	
  twenty	
  years	
  of	
  
experience	
  as	
  a	
  volunteer	
  adult	
  literacy	
  tutor.	
  	
  Currently,	
  I	
  tutor	
  with	
  three	
  Connecticut	
  
organizations:	
  	
  Literacy	
  Volunteers	
  of	
  Greater	
  Waterbury,	
  Literacy	
  Volunteers	
  of	
  Family	
  
Centers	
  (Stamford-­‐Greenwich),	
  and	
  Literacy	
  Volunteers	
  on	
  the	
  Green	
  (New	
  
Milford).	
  	
  Before	
  relocating	
  to	
  Connecticut,	
  I	
  did	
  similar	
  volunteering	
  with	
  two	
  
organizations	
  in	
  New	
  York.	
  	
  

I	
  submit	
  this	
  testimony	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  dyslexia	
  provisions	
  of	
  H.B.	
  No.	
  5562,	
  An	
  Act	
  
Concerning	
  Special	
  Education.	
  	
  While	
  I	
  support	
  this	
  legislation,	
  I	
  must	
  respectfully	
  urge	
  
the	
  legislature	
  to	
  add	
  provisions	
  for	
  early	
  identification	
  of	
  affected	
  students,	
  teacher	
  
training	
  based	
  on	
  an	
  agreed-­‐upon	
  definition	
  of	
  dyslexia,	
  and	
  sufficient	
  resource	
  
allocation.	
  	
  These	
  provisions	
  would	
  be	
  the	
  minimum	
  required	
  to	
  convert	
  good	
  intentions	
  
into	
  effective	
  actions. 

Other	
  testimony	
  will	
  undoubtedly	
  provide	
  the	
  statistics	
  that	
  illustrate	
  how	
  prevalent	
  
dyslexia	
  is	
  among	
  our	
  children.	
  	
  I	
  am	
  basing	
  my	
  testimony	
  on	
  twenty	
  years	
  of	
  experience	
  
with	
  adults	
  who	
  undoubtedly	
  never	
  had	
  the	
  effective	
  intervention	
  they	
  so	
  desperately	
  
required	
  as	
  children.	
  	
  The	
  economic,	
  social,	
  and	
  psychological	
  harm—often	
  lifelong	
  and	
  
intergenerational—cannot	
  be	
  overstated.	
  	
  	
   

This	
  area	
  is	
  especially	
  ripe	
  for	
  effective	
  legislation	
  because	
  we	
  clearly	
  know	
  what	
  
students	
  with	
  dyslexia	
  need:	
  	
  identification	
  of	
  both	
  their	
  dyslexia	
  challenges	
  and	
  
learning-­‐related	
  strengths;	
  individualized	
  interventions	
  that	
  utilize	
  multisensory	
  
approaches	
  to	
  reading	
  and	
  writing;	
  and	
  concurrent	
  training	
  in	
  assistive	
  technology	
  (so	
  
that	
  these	
  students	
  do	
  not	
  fall	
  behind	
  their	
  peers	
  in	
  content-­‐area	
  learning).	
   

A	
  surprising	
  number	
  of	
  my	
  adult	
  literacy	
  students	
  have	
  received	
  high	
  school	
  
diplomas.	
  	
  Well-­‐intentioned	
  but	
  exasperated	
  educators	
  lacked	
  the	
  proper	
  training	
  to	
  
help	
  them.	
  	
  These	
  adults	
  come	
  to	
  a	
  literacy	
  volunteers	
  because	
  their	
  reading	
  and	
  writing	
  
are	
  insufficient	
  for	
  the	
  activities	
  of	
  daily	
  life:	
  	
  administering	
  medicine	
  to	
  their	
  children;	
  
holding	
  a	
  job	
  or	
  being	
  promoted	
  to	
  a	
  job	
  commensurate	
  with	
  their	
  intellectual	
  abilities;	
  
making	
  their	
  own	
  medical	
  decisions;	
  applying	
  for	
  state	
  benefits	
  (that	
  they	
  would	
  not	
  
have	
  needed	
  to	
  begin	
  with	
  had	
  their	
  literacy	
  issues	
  been	
  addressed	
  when	
  they	
  were	
  
children);	
  or	
  helping	
  their	
  own	
  children	
  with	
  school.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  following	
  is	
  the	
  statement	
  of	
  “Desarea,”	
  an	
  adult	
  basic	
  literacy	
  student	
  who	
  
dictated	
  her	
  testimony	
  to	
  me.	
  	
  She	
  explains	
  why	
  early,	
  accurate	
  intervention	
  is	
  crucial	
  
for	
  society	
  in	
  general	
  and,	
  specifically,	
  for	
  families	
  like	
  hers:	
  	
  

	
  

My	
  name	
  is	
  Desarea.	
  	
  I	
  am	
  an	
  adult	
  literacy	
  student	
  and	
  a	
  parent.	
  	
  I	
  
submit	
  this	
  testimony	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  R.H.B.	
  No.	
  5562	
  Section	
  1,	
  An	
  Act	
  
Concerning	
  Special	
  Education.	
  	
  
	
  



	
  

I	
  feel	
  like	
  I	
  am	
  a	
  good	
  person	
  to	
  speak	
  about	
  this	
  legislation	
  
because	
  I	
  am	
  twenty-­‐four	
  years	
  old	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  struggling	
  to	
  read.	
  
	
  
I	
  feel	
  that	
  if	
  there	
  had	
  been	
  enough	
  help	
  for	
  children	
  like	
  me	
  
when	
  I	
  was	
  back	
  in	
  school,	
  it	
  wouldn’t	
  be	
  such	
  a	
  struggle	
  when	
  
we	
  get	
  older.	
  	
  When	
  I	
  was	
  in	
  school,	
  teachers	
  were	
  just	
  passing	
  
me	
  along.	
  	
  I	
  was	
  not	
  put	
  in	
  Special	
  Education	
  classes	
  until	
  fifth	
  
grade,	
  and	
  they	
  didn't	
  know	
  how	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  children	
  like	
  us.	
  	
  
If	
  teachers	
  knew	
  how	
  to	
  provide	
  help	
  for	
  kids	
  like	
  us	
  when	
  we	
  
were	
  younger,	
  we	
  would	
  avoid	
  embarrassment.	
  	
  We	
  would	
  
have	
  more	
  career	
  opportunities	
  as	
  we	
  get	
  older.	
  
	
  
We	
  would	
  not	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  children	
  stuck	
  on	
  SSI	
  for	
  life.	
  	
  We	
  
would	
  be	
  out	
  there	
  having	
  a	
  normal	
  job,	
  making	
  money.	
  	
  Can	
  
the	
  legislature	
  please	
  help	
  the	
  children	
  that	
  are	
  growing	
  up	
  
now?	
  	
  Yes,	
  they	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  struggle,	
  but	
  help	
  them	
  with	
  their	
  
disability	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  know	
  how	
  to	
  learn	
  what	
  they	
  are	
  good	
  at	
  
with	
  this	
  disability.	
  	
  If	
  it	
  was	
  your	
  child,	
  you	
  would	
  want	
  them	
  to	
  
have	
  the	
  help.	
  	
  So	
  help,	
  please.	
  
	
  
My	
  mother	
  did	
  not	
  know	
  how	
  to	
  read	
  and	
  write	
  good	
  so	
  it	
  
wasn’t	
  like	
  I	
  could	
  get	
  the	
  right	
  training	
  at	
  home	
  since	
  she	
  
didn’t	
  have	
  it	
  in	
  school	
  and	
  couldn’t	
  teach	
  me.	
  	
  She	
  thought	
  
that	
  by	
  sending	
  me	
  to	
  school,	
  I	
  would	
  learn.	
  
	
  
I	
  don’t	
  want	
  this	
  to	
  happen	
  to	
  my	
  son.	
  	
  So	
  thanks	
  to	
  Literacy	
  
Volunteers	
  of	
  Greater	
  Waterbury,	
  I	
  am	
  struggling	
  and	
  working	
  
hard	
  as	
  a	
  grown	
  woman	
  so	
  that	
  my	
  son	
  won’t	
  go	
  through	
  this.	
  	
  
So	
  that	
  I	
  can	
  get	
  a	
  good	
  career	
  for	
  myself	
  so	
  I	
  don’t	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  
on	
  state	
  assistance	
  for	
  life.	
  	
  The	
  State	
  of	
  Connecticut	
  cannot	
  just	
  
accept	
  people	
  not	
  doing	
  anything	
  with	
  themselves,	
  hanging	
  out	
  
on	
  the	
  street,	
  selling	
  drugs	
  or	
  using	
  state	
  assistance	
  when	
  they	
  
shouldn’t	
  be.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  the	
  legislature	
  passes	
  this	
  bill,	
  you	
  will	
  start	
  helping	
  children	
  
when	
  they	
  are	
  young.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  save	
  them.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

I	
  respectfully	
  submit	
  this	
  testimony	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  dyslexia	
  provisions	
  
of	
  R.H.B.	
  No.	
  5562,	
  Section	
  1,	
  An	
  Act	
  Concerning	
  Special	
  Education,	
  as	
  well	
  
as	
  the	
  addition	
  of	
  provisions	
  for	
  identification,	
  training,	
  and	
  resources,	
  as	
  
detailed	
  above.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you.	
  
	
  
Jane	
  Purcell	
  
	
  


