Public Hearing Testimony
HRB No. 5562, Section 1
In support with modifications

[ am in support of HRB No. 5562, Section 1, with the addition of a
definition of dyslexia and professional development concerning dyslexia
awareness.

As a teacher and educational supervisor (16 years - now retired) at a
school for students with learning disabilities, | witnessed many positive
results of direct reading instruction for dyslexic children. For example,
fall and spring, [ administered the Slosson Oral reading Scale to all of
our 100 students, ages 6-15. It was a privileged to note the decoding
growth that each year of individually tailored instruction produced. The
students could clearly see and celebrate their own progress. Some
students came late to the school, and could have suffered less anxiety
and academic problems, had they been identified and given specific
decoding instruction at an earlier age. Many students and their parents
return to the school to visit or report how their years with us helped
them in their lives. It is so vital that dyslexia be identified and
addressed as early as possible, for the safe of healthy, successful lives.
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