
	
  
March	
  11,	
  2014	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Honorable	
  Members	
  of	
  the	
  State	
  Legislature,	
  
	
  
I	
  write	
  in	
  strong	
  support	
  of	
  H.B.	
  No.	
  5078	
  (COMM)	
  AN	
  ACT	
  IMPOSING	
  A	
  MORATORIUM	
  ON	
  THE	
  
IMPLEMENTATION	
  OF	
  THE	
  COMMON	
  CORE	
  STATE	
  STANDARDS.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  am	
  a	
  professional	
  public	
  school	
  teacher.	
  	
  I	
  have	
  16	
  years	
  of	
  full	
  time	
  public	
  school	
  teaching	
  experience.	
  	
  
The	
  11	
  most	
  recent	
  years	
  in	
  my	
  hometown	
  of	
  New	
  Haven,	
  CT.	
  	
  	
  There	
  are	
  many	
  more	
  years	
  of	
  productive,	
  
energetic	
  years	
  with	
  children	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  me!	
  
	
  
I	
  attended	
  New	
  Haven	
  Public	
  Schools	
  from	
  grades	
  kindergarten	
  through	
  12,	
  graduating	
  from	
  Wilbur	
  
Cross	
  High	
  School	
  in	
  1985.	
  
	
  
In	
  2011	
  I	
  was	
  named	
  Connecticut’s	
  “Outstanding	
  Biology	
  Teacher”	
  by	
  the	
  National	
  Association	
  of	
  Biology	
  
Teachers,	
  in	
  2009	
  I	
  received	
  the	
  Connecticut	
  Science	
  Teachers	
  Association’s	
  Excellence	
  in	
  High	
  School	
  
Science	
  Teaching	
  award.	
  	
  This	
  summer	
  I	
  travel	
  to	
  Washington	
  D.C.	
  for	
  a	
  “National	
  Congress	
  on	
  Science	
  
Education”	
  as	
  the	
  recipient	
  of	
  the	
  Robert	
  E.	
  Yager	
  “Excellence	
  in	
  Teaching”	
  award.	
  	
  I	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  
representative	
  for	
  CT,	
  MA	
  and	
  RI.	
  
	
  
My	
  entire	
  teaching	
  career	
  has	
  been	
  teaching	
  using	
  high	
  STATE	
  standards	
  and	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  state	
  and	
  local	
  
tests,	
  both	
  low	
  and	
  high-­‐stake.	
  	
  These	
  standards	
  have	
  been	
  useful	
  to	
  guide	
  curriculum	
  development	
  and	
  
foster	
  development	
  of	
  engaging	
  work	
  for	
  children.	
  	
  The	
  tests	
  have	
  provided	
  me	
  with	
  some	
  useful	
  
information	
  about	
  the	
  learning,	
  but	
  by	
  the	
  time	
  I	
  see	
  the	
  results	
  in	
  July,	
  I	
  no	
  longer	
  teach	
  the	
  students.	
  
	
  
I	
  believe	
  we	
  can	
  do	
  better	
  than	
  high-­‐stakes	
  standardized	
  testing	
  to	
  guide	
  education	
  policy.	
  	
  The	
  NAEP	
  
(The	
  National	
  Assessment	
  of	
  Educational	
  Progress)	
  tells	
  us	
  rather	
  well	
  how	
  our	
  schools	
  are	
  doing,	
  at	
  the	
  
fraction	
  of	
  the	
  cost.	
  	
  We	
  should	
  know	
  by	
  now	
  that	
  punishing	
  schools	
  does	
  not	
  make	
  them	
  “better”.	
  
	
  
The	
  narrowing	
  of	
  our	
  curriculum	
  has	
  been	
  doing	
  great	
  harm	
  to	
  our	
  public	
  schools	
  since	
  the	
  start	
  of	
  the	
  
“No	
  Child	
  Left	
  Behind”	
  12	
  years	
  ago.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  seen	
  the	
  elimination	
  of	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  joyful	
  experiences	
  that	
  
help	
  children	
  have	
  positive	
  feelings	
  about	
  learning	
  –	
  art,	
  music,	
  field	
  trips,	
  and	
  unstructured	
  play	
  for	
  the	
  
little	
  ones.	
  
	
  
We	
  teachers	
  have	
  worked	
  with	
  our	
  students	
  to	
  develop	
  many	
  creative	
  ways	
  to	
  learn	
  –	
  and	
  demonstrate	
  
their	
  learning.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  powerful	
  ways	
  for	
  children	
  to	
  share	
  their	
  work	
  via	
  electronic	
  portfolios.	
  	
  
Students	
  engage	
  in	
  authentic	
  experiences	
  and	
  give	
  meaningful	
  presentations.	
  	
  We	
  bring	
  in	
  outside	
  
validators	
  to	
  certify	
  the	
  high	
  quality	
  of	
  their	
  work	
  –	
  and	
  let	
  students	
  apprentice	
  alongside	
  professionals.	
  
	
  
We	
  have	
  a	
  better	
  vision	
  for	
  the	
  future	
  of	
  public	
  schools	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  of	
  America.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  a	
  teacher	
  in	
  the	
  urban	
  district	
  of	
  New	
  Haven,	
  I	
  can	
  tell	
  you	
  that	
  the	
  corporate	
  education	
  reform	
  
industry	
  is	
  not	
  to	
  be	
  trusted.	
  	
  I	
  see	
  a	
  constant	
  focus	
  on	
  spurious	
  “data”,	
  standardization,	
  and	
  the	
  
associated	
  deprofessionalization	
  of	
  teaching.	
  	
  The	
  Common	
  Core	
  is	
  a	
  fiscal	
  bonanza	
  for	
  the	
  test	
  makers,	
  
curriculum	
  vendors,	
  and	
  other	
  individuals	
  who	
  see	
  our	
  public	
  education	
  system	
  as	
  a	
  500	
  billion	
  dollar	
  
market.	
  	
  Talk	
  to	
  professional	
  teachers.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  the	
  answers	
  for	
  better	
  schools.	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you,	
  
	
  
Chris	
  Willems.	
  Metropolitan	
  Business	
  Academy	
  (Public	
  School),	
  New	
  Haven,	
  CT	
  	
  06511	
  


