March 17, 2014
On Senate Bill 476: AN ACT CONCERNING THE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT GAP.

Good Morning Deputy Majority Leader Juan Candelaria, State Represemati\ﬁe Michael D’Agostino,
State Representative Jack Hennessy and the Connecticut General Assembly:

I am Rose Reyes of Canterbury CT; Bilingual Educator in Windham, CT and 1 am pleased to speak
before you as a proponent of the changes to Sec 2 subsection (d) of section 10-17f of the general
education statutes that will extend access to bilingual education from thirty to sixty months. This
correction reflects the findings of the most comprehensive research to date on the value of Bilingual
Education, Also, it reflects a common sense approach to meeting the true educational needs of our
State’s growing Emergent Bilingual student population. I commend the State and activists for their
attention, care and concern to provide equal educational opportunity for all. We certainly need to
educate the public about the reasonableness of Bilingual Education.

As a Bilingual Educator for Connecticut for the past twelve years (one year in grade five and
nine years in grade 2 and two years as “Bilingual Support™) I have observed the limited impact of the
thirty month rule and most recently, I have witnessed the qualitative decline in academic experience for
Emergent Bilingual students as we seem to have strayed farther from authentic bilingual education,
especially in districts with large second language learner populations with an emphasis on English
Language Learning (ELD). Perhaps, this is due to pressures or impatience or insufticient understanding
of what it means to learn another language and to learn in another language-two distinct skill bases.

The findings of the most comprehensive study of Bilingual Education indicate that we can expect
50% of the targeted student population to attain English proficiency within 5 to 7 years. However,
proficiency does not equate mastery, This was painfully evident to me as we had to “exit” grade 2
Emergent Bilinguals into English only classrooms with only ESL support and into a grade that is
mandated for high stakes assessments. Bilingual students whose English proficiency levels, as measured
by the State mandated English language assessment (LAS CTB-McGraw-Hill), indicated a need for
such supports as sentence stems, vocabulary word banks and graphic organizers and more articulated
comprehension checks, were erroneously expected to perform as well as their English dominant class
mates who have had English as their first, primary and home and sometimes only language from before
birth to school age (which, interestingly, is over 7 years). With only thirty months and a keen focus on
acquisition (and the use of “interventions™) we surely have shortchanged cohorts of children.

Dr. Stephen Krashen identified two pillars to Bilingual Education: The first pertains to when
students have a good education in their first language, they get background knowledge, and this
knowledge helps make the English they hear and read more comprehensible. The second pertains to
developing literacy in the first language is a short cut to developing literacy in the second language.
These two pillars are in alignment with psycholinguistic research findings (Krashen, 1996). Dr. Krashen
also makes a case for early reading in primary language; recreational reading in both languages and
continued reading in primary language for support and enrichment to assure lasting benefits of true
bilingualism and school success,

While [ am confident that this is a step in the right direction concerning quality education in
Connecticut [ would like the appropriate committees to review the position on limiting access to
Bilingual Education after the new term and reviewing language within the Bilingual Education statutes
that can be misinterpreted in spirit and letter and thus compromising our objective so that we will always
strive for best practice for all our children, Thank you,

Rose Reyes
503 Westminster Road
Canterbury CT 06331
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