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February 27, 2014 
To Senator Stillman, Representative Fleischmann and Members of the Education Committee: 
As representatives of the Norwalk Early Childhood Council (NECC), we are submitting testimony on their 
behalf regarding Senate Bill 25: An Act Establishing the Office of Early Childhood. 
 
Formally establishing the Office of Early Childhood will not only give the field the full attention that it 
deserves but will form a comprehensive and coordinated system of early care and education.   This 
works much better than having programs for young children spread over several agencies.   Connecting 
individual programs will help to provide continuity of services for children and families.   
 
Programs housed in the Early Childhood Office will be given a high priority that they might not otherwise 
receive in a larger agency.  We know firsthand the frustration our parents and providers can face when 
accessing programs such as Care4Kids.  Bringing these programs into the OEC will prevent them from 
getting lost in larger agencies and insure that they are given the care and attention that they deserve, 
allowing our youngest children and their families the quality and care that they need. 
 
We also want to express support for the “grandfathering” language in this bill.  It is very important for 
teachers and programs, and I urge your support of grandfathering staff that have a Bachelor’s degree 
with 12 credits in early childhood.  We don’t want to lose these existing assets from our early childhood 
system.  
 
Supporting Senate Bill 25 will also insure the longevity of the Office of Early Childhood as its existence 
must be put into statute.  We can all agree that the Early Childhood field is a critically important one.  It 
is necessary that we get it right so that Connecticut’s families with young children are well-served.  We 
ask that you vote to establish the Office of Early Childhood for all of Connecticut’s young children and 
their families.   
 

Cordially,  
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