
 
 
 

Testimony: Jennifer Alexander, Chief Executive Officer for ConnCAN 
Education Committee – Monday, March 3, 2014 

 
Good evening Senator Stillman, Representative Fleischmann, and members of the committee. Thank 
you for the opportunity to provide testimony on two bills this evening regarding establishing the Office 
of Early Childhood (SB25) and expanding early childhood education (SB26). 
 
My name is Jennifer Alexander and I am the Chief Executive Officer for the Connecticut Coalition for  
Achievement Now (ConnCAN), which is a statewide advocacy organization focused on ensuring all kids 
get the high-quality education they deserve.  
 
I strongly believe that all kids in Connecticut deserve the opportunity to attend a high-quality school, no 
matter where he or she lives, and that we must start providing our kids with a great education early. 
 
But unfortunately, that’s not happening in Connecticut today.  
 
Today, more than 4,000 three- and four-year-olds in Connecticut do not have access to preschool.1 As a 
result, our kids are not getting the start they need to succeed. Right now, only one out of three African-
American, Hispanic, or low-income 3rd graders in Connecticut are reading at grade level.2 And the 
research is clear that if a student is not reading at grade level by the end of 3rd grade, they are four times 
more likely not to graduate high school on time.3  
 
That’s unacceptable. We can—and must—improve education for our children and our state have a 
brighter economic future. And doing so starts with improving access to quality early childhood 
education. Two measures before you today – codifying the Office of Early Childhood and enacting 
policies that help expand pre-K programs – will help do just that: improve outcomes for kids early so 
they’re prepared for future success. 
 
Research shows that on average, children who have access to preschool programs gain about one-third 
of a year of additional learning across language, reading, and math skills.4 In some cases, preschool 
programs have enhanced reading skills of kids between a half and a full year of additional learning in 
reading and math,5 serving as proof that we can get more of our kids reading at the appropriate grade 
level if we start early. 
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We have a choice: we can pay for a high-quality preschool, or we can pay a much higher price later. For 
example, the rate of incarceration from felony convictions is one-third less among low-income children 
who have received access to a preschool experience.6 Research shows that for every dollar spent on 
preschool programs, the state can save anywhere from $3.00 to $7.00.7 Expanding preschool education 
is a smart economic investment for our kids and for our state. 
 
As we expand preschool options, we need the Office of Early Childhood to consolidate efforts that have 
been scattered across agencies to better serve kids. The new office must ensure a strong governmental 
infrastructure to effectively align state resources and supports, improve family outreach and 
information, and ensure quality of programs that will prepare more youngsters for kindergarten and 
beyond.  
 
Senator Stillman, Representative Fleischmann, and members of the committee – I urge you to support 
the expansion of early childhood programs and to codify the Office of Early Childhood. These efforts will 
help ensure that more kids across our state, particularly kids who need it most, receive the strong start 
they need to succeed later in life. They will also help make certain Connecticut remains a place where 
people want to live and work, companies want to invest and hire, and where our children thrive. 
 
Thank you. 
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