
Testimony	
  for	
  Proposed	
  Bill	
  HRB	
  5562,	
  Section	
  1	
  
An	
  Act	
  Concerning	
  Dyslexia	
  and	
  Special	
  Education	
  
	
  
For	
  the	
  esteemed	
  Committee	
  on	
  Education:	
  
	
  
It	
   is	
   imperative	
   to	
   pass	
   HRB	
   No.	
   5562,	
   Section	
   1	
   in	
   order	
   to	
   save	
   15-­‐20	
   percent	
   of	
  
Connecticut	
  school	
  children	
  who	
  have	
  dyslexia.	
   	
   It	
   is	
  common	
  knowledge	
  that	
  Connecticut	
  
jails	
  have	
  a	
  high	
  number	
  of	
  young	
  adults	
  who	
  do	
  not	
  read	
  or	
  write	
  and	
  this	
  is	
  primarily	
  due	
  
to	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  support	
  for	
  their	
  reading	
  disability,	
  dyslexia,	
  within	
  our	
  public	
  schools.	
  	
  Another	
  
staggering	
   fact	
   is	
   that	
   60%	
   of	
   students	
   entering	
   Connecticut	
   community	
   colleges	
   need	
   to	
  
take	
   anywhere	
   from	
   one	
   to	
   three	
   remedial	
   classes	
   because	
   they	
   do	
   not	
   have	
   reading,	
  
writing,	
   or	
  math	
   abilities.	
   	
   They	
   have	
   to	
   pay	
   for	
   the	
   remedial	
   classes	
   but	
   do	
   not	
   receive	
  
credit	
  for	
  them.	
  	
  Many	
  students	
  in	
  this	
  situation	
  are	
  individuals	
  with	
  dyslexia.	
  	
  Public	
  school	
  
administrators	
   and	
   teachers	
   have	
   not	
   been	
   schooled	
   about	
   dyslexia	
   or	
   how	
   to	
   teach	
  
students	
  with	
  dyslexia	
  because	
  our	
  Connecticut	
   teacher	
  training	
  colleges	
  do	
  not	
  recognize	
  
or	
  provide	
  information	
  about	
  dyslexia	
  nor	
  evidence	
  based	
  instruction.	
  This	
  unfortunate	
  lack	
  
of	
  support	
  is	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  misunderstandings	
  that	
  dyslexia	
  is	
  a	
  “clinical”	
  issue	
  rather	
  than	
  an	
  
“education”	
   issue	
   and	
   that	
   “phonics”	
   based	
   instruction	
   is	
   outdated.	
   Neither	
   of	
   these	
  
assumptions	
   is	
   correct	
   nor	
   consistent	
  with	
   the	
   overwhelming	
   scientific	
   evidence	
   that	
  we	
  
learn	
  to	
  read	
  and	
  spell	
  by	
  matching	
  speech	
  sounds	
  to	
  letters,	
  the	
  alphabetic	
  principle.	
  	
  When	
  
children	
   with	
   dyslexia	
   have	
   explicit	
   instruction	
   in	
   the	
   alphabetic	
   principle	
   and	
   word	
  
structure	
   they	
   have	
   a	
   chance	
   to	
   read	
   proficiently	
   and	
   succeed,	
   and	
   without	
   it	
   they	
   can	
  
develop	
  emotional	
  and	
  behavior	
  problems	
  and	
  fail.	
   	
  It	
   is	
  also	
  known	
  that	
  students	
  without	
  
dyslexia	
  benefit	
   from	
  direct	
   instruction	
   in	
   the	
  alphabetic	
  principle	
  and	
  word	
  construction,	
  
yet	
   students	
   with	
   dyslexia	
   need	
   much	
   more	
   direct	
   teaching	
   and	
   practice	
   developing	
   the	
  
ability	
  to	
  read	
  and	
  write.	
  	
  The	
  Connecticut	
  education	
  system	
  remains	
  in	
  the	
  “reading	
  wars”	
  
and	
  it	
  is	
  harming	
  children.	
  	
  HRB	
  5562,	
  Section	
  1	
  is	
  a	
  step	
  in	
  the	
  right	
  direction	
  to	
  undo	
  this	
  
harm.	
  
	
  
I	
  am	
  a	
  special	
  educator	
  who	
  has	
  worked	
  within	
  public	
  and	
  private	
  schools	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  last	
  
30	
  years	
  has	
  owned	
  a	
  private	
  clinic,	
  Learning	
  House,	
  in	
  Guilford,	
  Connecticut.	
  	
  Our	
  mission	
  
at	
   Learning	
   House	
   is	
   to	
   instruct	
   individuals	
   with	
   dyslexia	
   and	
   to	
   train	
   teachers	
   in	
   an	
  
approach	
   that	
   is	
   based	
   on	
   the	
   scientific	
   evidence	
   noted	
   above,	
   and	
   designed	
   to	
   teach	
  
individuals	
  with	
   dyslexia.	
   	
   Because	
   of	
   the	
   success	
   of	
   the	
   instruction,	
  many	
   public	
   schools	
  
throughout	
   the	
   state	
   have	
   sent	
   teachers	
   for	
   our	
   training	
   and	
   requested	
   consultation	
   and	
  
educational	
  evaluations.	
  	
  Although	
  I	
  am	
  pleased	
  with	
  the	
  success	
  of	
  Learning	
  House,	
  I	
  prefer	
  
that	
  the	
  services	
  we	
  provide	
  would	
  be	
  offered	
  within	
  the	
  public	
  schools.	
  	
  I	
  strongly	
  support	
  
HRB	
   No	
   5562,	
   Section	
   1,	
   An	
   Act	
   Concerning	
   Special	
   Education,	
   a	
   bill	
   that	
   would	
   include	
  
dyslexia	
   detection,	
   recognition	
   and	
   intervention	
   education	
   as	
   part	
   of	
   the	
   professional	
  
development	
  program	
  for	
  teachers,	
  and	
  to	
  amend	
  the	
  state	
  IEP	
  form	
  to	
  include	
  dyslexia.	
  	
  If	
  
the	
  esteemed	
  senators	
  and	
   representatives	
  of	
   the	
  Committee	
  on	
  Education	
  are	
   concerned	
  
about	
  children,	
  you	
  will	
  pass	
  this	
  bill.	
  
	
  
Respectfully	
  submitted,	
  
Susan	
  Santora,	
  M.S.	
  F/AOGPE	
  
Director,	
  Learning	
  House,	
  LLC	
  
264	
  Church	
  Street	
  
Guilford,	
  CT	
  06437	
  
Tel:	
  203	
  464-­‐3131	
  	
  Email:	
  learnhse@sbcglobal.net	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  


