To: State of Connecticut Education Committee Member/State Representative

From: Melissa Kern

Date: March 11, 2014

Re: Public Hearing — Wednesday, March 12:00 PM in Room 1E —Legislative Office Building

H.B. No. 5078
H.B. No. 5331

| am expressing my concern regarding HB No. 5078 and HB No. 5331.

| am concerned about the new Common Core State Standards in both Math and ELA. The standards have
received much criticism from many teachers, parents and myself. | have no issue with the fact that
higher level thinking is needed. But basic teaching needs to be done before the understanding the
concept happens. The frustration of not understanding a concept before it is taught is absurd.

My son is in 5% grade at lvy Drive School in Bristol, CT. For two years now he has come home almost
every day saying he hates school. He comes home and says he is so dumb. He has “failed” numerous
tests because he hasn’t explained answers enough or had points taken off for spelling something
incorrect when he never had the spelling lesson because they don’t “teach” spelling to begin with. They
give them patterns of spelling. | don’t fault the teachers, they are trying to do the best they can with
what they are made to teach. It is obvious Common Core is not working and | am tired of having my son
be the guinea pig of a failing program!!

Melissa Kern



