March 3, 2014

Connecticut General Assembly
Commerce Committee

Room 110, Capitol Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Members of the Commerce Committee of the Connecticut General Assembly:

I stand before you many things: a high school student, a serial, profitable entrepreneur, an
elementary and middle school mentor, a robotics summer camp owner, but above ail 1 am an alumnus
of the CIC. Science tells us that our early experiences dramaticaliy affect our development, building our
identities from the bottom up. Perhaps this is why CIC has been so influential in my life, or perhaps the
CICis just so powerful that all involved are forever changed. Regardless, the CIC has changed the way |
see the world around me, ' '

Today in modern life we are constantly surrounded by problems, ranging from dead batteries to
cancer. Most would look at these things and see things that must be dealt with; perhaps a couple of
forward thinking individuals may see these problems and chose to plan for the future to avoid them.
However, only those who have gone through CIC or prograims like it see these problems as they are, ...
solutions waiting to be invented. : ‘

{My First Invention Convention)

I started with the CIC in Kindergarten with my “Non Spill Bowl” to allow me to mix cake batter
without making a mess. Countless inventions followed: Solar phone chargers, florescent light covers,
and even fleece wrist-coverings, of which | sold more than $5,000 worth of product. In 6'" Grade this
spirit of problem solving that had been embedded in me, collided with a new passion, Robotics, which,
like CIC, requires one to create often simple solutions to complex problems. Five years and a couple
dozen awards later, you find me before you, where the ideas and culture of CIC have led me to create
two meaningful solutions.

The first is social in nature, for | saw a complex problem, and sought a simple solution. When |
reached High School, | left behind a very weli supported Middle School robotics program and found no
continuing robotics program in High School. So | responded with a two-pronged plan. | first helped
create a new High School team to allow for the continued education of these students — it is now the
most awarded first year team in the state. However, this was only part of the solution. 1 also developed
a comprehensive mentorship program where these High School students would mentor both Middle
school and Elementary school students, launched robotics programs in three elementary schools, and
founded a two-week summer camp, completing our local hierarchical ecosystem for robotics. Had | not
gone through CIC, | may have seen this status quo as a problem to only to be dealt with, something that
could not be changed. Instead, | chose to take action, to improve my community and myself, | chose to
see the problem for what it-was, a solution waiting to happen.




(E.0 Smith Vex Robotics Team and 2 times Tournament Champion)

| saw yet another prdblem in Robotics, this one more tangible in nature. Our batteries were a
mess, and | mean a real mess. If my robotics teacher were my Mom, I'd never be allowed to leave the
robotics room. That sort of mess.

(Left: Tangled mess of battery and chargers. Right: Prototype of Power Camel (battery charging system)

Every time we wanted to go to a competition, setting up the batteries would be a long disorganized
process, and consistently our batteries would die in the middle of competitions due to our charging
system. So | created a product that would consolidate the battery charging system into one organized
place, the PowerCamel. The CIC taught me to conduct customer research, to find funding sources, like
Governor Malloy’s CTNext program, and to analyze the market for potential consumer and industrial
uses. This allowed me to create a unique and patentable modularized system of battery charging, which
could be applicable to countless consumers and professionals. The CIC taught me to go from problem to
product, and thanks to them | am currently looking to take the next step and begin manufacturing.

Without CIC, it's hard to say where | would be, as it has had such a large effect on my personal
identity that 1 could not be me without the experience, but | can say with certainty that f would not be
where | am today, Without the CIC, | think Connecticut might just be in the same position. Thank you.




