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| am strongly opposed to ABI Waiver il. The implementation of ABI Waiver Il will lead to significant harm, serious
crisis and put the health and safety of present and future brain injury survivors and their families in CT at great risk.

The new Waiver is nothing but a vehicle to allow Dept. of Social Services to jump over people on the current wait
list in order to provide services for people at the back of the wait list who will save the state more money.

This unethical and immoral way of choosing who will receive services in CT is frightening for people of ALL
disabilities. This means determining services is not based on need and the date of application for services; rather,
CT can choose to create new methods to determine who gets life-changing services based on the calculation of
how many dollars they will save CT. This is not only immoral, but a violation of civil rights.

Expand and improve the current ABI waiver program - don't kill it! Look at somebody like me, before getting the
current waiver services; | was homeless, and being thrown inside prisons and even psychiatric hospitals for years at
atime.

11 Years Later | am very proud and I'm very happy to say that | have yet to be thrown back into a prison, homeless,
or hospitalized; | have now become a National Advocate for Brain Injury survivors and their families. I've been in
meetings with congressional leaders, speaking firsthand with people that can affect change. It’s clear to me
without the support and services of the current ABI waiver | wouldn’t be able to survive, and I'm sure that
everybody who is on the current waiver feels the same way. | don’t get it; instead Department of Social Services is
requesting funding for a new, very large Waiver. When we have been told for years they cannot expand the
current Waiver. | don’t get it; why can’t they take the current waiver that is working for the brain Injury survivor
and their families and make it better? 1 just want other brain injury survivors to have the same opportunities as |
have had, and | will support any and all Legislators and decision makers who support me and other brain injury
survivors!

Please, stop the new ABI waiver! Expand and improve the current ABI waiver.
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Add INS if needed

THE CURRENT ABI WAIVER IS A PERSON CENTERED PROGRAMI! The State of Ct feels it can be person-centered
when it's convenient for them and then state driven when it's inconvenient for the State! Completely unacceptable
in my opinion!

There’s a world of difference between someone with TBl and someone suffering from mental iliness.

FACT; the new Waiver is a mental health support model instead of a brain injury rehabilitative model... Moreover
the practice violates our rights secured by the fourteenth amendment to the U.S. Constitution and the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 ... to be free from undue restraint, to receive training sufficient to prevent the
deterioration of basic self — care skills... And to live in a safe environment guaranteed to them by due process
clause.

As it was in the 1990's when | became a member of Connecticut's class action lawsuit advocating for Connecticut's
Acquired Brain Injury/Traumatic Brain Injury (ABI/TBI) Medicaid Waiver

Stop the new waiver! Expand and improve the current waiver
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By MARIAN o>=. BROWN

Craig Seresky thumbed through
a cardboard pouch that contained
all of his important papers until he
found what was looking for, It was
a tiny scrap of a paper. a things-to-
do list, of all that he wanted to ac-
comphsh this dav.

It mentioned activitics such as
taking a shower. checking a post
office box, making phone calls. Tt
was a long list in & shaky, unsteady
handwriting, evidencing a kind of
penmanship you see when children
are learning to write.

But Seresky isn't a kid. He's a
2-year-old former auto mechanic
who struggles each day to recall the

things he once knew, to keep his—.resenting-Sereskyand-—others sth.

temper in check and cope with con-

stant, pounding headaches. .
Seresky suffered a traumatic

brain injury in 1987 when he was

thrown 40 feet from the motorey-
e —efe-heswaseriding withouta helmet. ™

His skull was {ractured. He under-
went several surgeries — some of
them while he languished n a sin-
month-long corha.

“Yeah, this 15 not the life Twant
for myselt ... going from couch 10
couch. Lcn? :,msm.? FEVET someone”
will let me.” Seresky f:c “But it
sure beats the alternative

The alternative in question 1s a
one-way ticket to a fifv a spent in-
side onewof the state's psyehiatric
hosputals. That's the way Connectt-
cut deals with people sufienng from
traumatic brain mjurics.

“It institutionalizes them, ware-
houses  them indefinitely.”  says
David Shaw, a Hartford lawyer rep-

similar neurological damage in a
class-action lawsuit pending in ULS,
k3

See BRAIN-INJURED on A8
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District Court at New :,:.m: .
.. “I've been down in a ‘locked
ward at one of these. places,”
‘Seresky said of his stay in one of

the state’s psychiatric facilities. “It's racky eave enaali
a cruel fate. Cruel and unusual pun-~ mm mmr< says, mbmmx_sm

ishment that anybody has 1o be SIOWIy, m_c_.zsm his words
:.nm.w,g ihe eemmw;:nf\ ireated us.” - U@gmm—-_ m_Um O* OOi@@.
o hear Seresky tell it,-1t sounds |, 1 ’
like a stay in “One Flew Over the - People look at Em, hear
Cuckoo's Nest.” Over a cup of cof- ~ how | talk and think ‘Gee,
this only the morning and

M.? mmm mno:u_nowc_:qgw:eai..

ins, Seresky- recalled being 83_@? U . )
this guy is already drunk.

>:a_:,:o:$5m <<m< _

< restrained and, given sedatives and
sound.”

111

Il of Bv\‘*cwc,ﬁm,a..
depending on how this
" lawsuit works out,’

!

other aEm.m — the names of which
he can’t remember — to controt his
outbursts. . ..

" custodial

“The v_.ozg_ is that thesc hos-
pitals aren’t equipped 1o manacmﬁ-
ly treat _uﬁon_o with traumatic brain

- injuries. -

ple shouldn™t be in these facilities,”
. Shaw said. “It's a crazy situation.
~ There’sa world of difference be-  The state Department of Mental
tween  someone with TBI and  Health, because it says it lacks stat-
someone suffering from a mental utopy authority, claims ir doesn’t
illness, according 1o Richard . have (he ability to set up supervised
McLaughlin of thr Traumatic Brain  group homes.” .
Injury Association, a lobbying/sup- The choices for people like
port group for victims of TBI and  Seresky are few. A life sentence in
© their families. a psychiatric hospital. Straining
“The reality is. there are no or-
ganized services or support pro-
IixmBBm for-people-like Craig Seresky
who are - afflicted: with TBL"
McLaughlin said. “He’§ between a
rock and a hard-place. There are no

Seresky, opting for a life on the

homeless shelters.

on how this fawsuit works out.’

family resources at home. Or, like.
~ streets punctuated: by bnef stays in- - been- banned ..

“All of my future is aeca:m_:m

wcmwﬁm e mﬁ%

ma  from Emazm .:.o:.&mzmﬂ.o:m RS&..,
ed or brain-injured_people in :Omuy-.

tals for the-mentalty.ill.
. The plaintiffs nosz.:m that these’

them, Zoz.o%_. they claim, the
practice *violates the plaintifis’
rights' secured by the Fourteenth-
Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-

- tion {(and) the Rehabilitation Act of

1973 ... 10 be free from undue re-

-, straint, to receive training sufficient

to prevent the deterioration of basic
self~care skills .. .-and 10 live in-a
safe .environment - guaranteed 10
them by the due process clause . ..

The complaint also describes
the plight of one 15-year resident
of Fairfield Hills :eé:&:w:nc:
Hawley, who suffered a brain in-
Jury 1n a.car accident,

Hawley has had no chance 10

" contest his placement at the facili-
.

As a result, the lawsuit ‘states;
Hawley has been “unfairly stigma-

tized as a person who is.dangerous

and _m suffering from a mental _=-
ness.’ )

As for 'Seresky, he has no idea
where he. will sleep tonight. Going
10 aseveral  shelters in  Fairfield

County is out of the question. “T've

-because -'ve.-bro-- =

‘ken the rules [about arriving by a
specified time]. The rules that don't

make sense. And. _4; gotten into -

—-—---group-homes: therapy-or- <08:08_,1w33x< says. speaking slowly. slur-___ [fights] with people ... when I've

training or cognitive learning pro-
grams for people with TBL™
McLaughlin said. ~ -
“And ‘there Is no one, no state
- agency (neither the Department of
Mental Health, nor Department of
Mental Retardation) who has statu-
tory autherity to establish them.™
Tsa bureaucratic quagmire,
“Every top decision-making
8335&0:3 ;or psychiatrist 1 de-
Ucm& in this 8% sdvs these peo-

ring his words between sips of cof-
fee. “People Took at me. hear how |
talk and think "Gee, this only
Bo:::m and this guy is already
“drunk.” And I'm not. It's :#. way |
sound.” )
In the o_mmm-mn:o: noBEm::
25 people with TBI who have been
placed in Neorwich, Fairfield . Hills
and Connecticut Vigfley hospitals
are asking the court L
state Department of Mental Health

had these headaches. So, I can't

‘really blame them,™ he said; glanc-.
the. ing down ai his three-week running

shoes: “I'll just keep doing what I'm
doing. And hopefully, when this
" lawsuit is over, I'll have a place :._E
can be a home.”

Until then.. Seresky wm_a _:m
home will be the road or a couch in
some. good Samantan’s home

“where ['can do’odd .‘o? he said,
“just 1o :aa me over.

.

A platements” are “made -
- - when there is- nowhere else ‘1o put -




