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February 15, 2014
Attention: APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
Dear Comnuttee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my testimony regarding the Goverzior’s
Budget Bill # 5030, AN ACT MAKING ADJUSTMENTS TO STATE
EXPENDITURES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2015. L am
testifving on behalf of Friends of Autistic People, FAP, representing many adults on
the autism spectrum, as well as on behalf of my own daughter who has classic-
autism. Not long ago at the Family Hearing Day at the LOB we heazd the terrible
situation of many adults on the autism spectrum ‘who are on the waiting list with
practically no hope to get into a group home or receive other community residéntial
services. I also testified myself about the lack of autism spegific services for those
few who already have places in groap homes. All ﬂ:us 15 die 10 cut-backs in the DOS
budget during the past few years.

At the same time we are all aware that the State has half a billion dollars surplus and
the Governor has proposed to give half of that back to the tax payers as $50 per
person refiund while the other half would ge to a Rainy Day Fund. f and most
members of FAP agree in putting seme money away for tainy days. However, to give
$50 presents to everyonge in Connecticut just makes no sense. It won’t haip Gur poor
and will mean nothing to those with means. Tt will not add votes and not giving this
money back will not cost votes.either.

The obvious place to put this money is to restore thie DDS budget. You might even
increase it so that those thousands on the waiting list for residential services will

finally get a place to live rather than waiting til} their aging gray haired paremts die
when they become emergency cases. Adding the moncy to the DDS budget would

" mean that the staff of autism focused group homes would finally get trained in how to

support our adult children with autism rather than babysitting them. Also vital antism
support services such as speech therapy to leam how to communicate (and possibly
avoid getting molested), OT (occupational therapy) to learn tife skills such as the
proper use of the bathrooms and other personal hygiene and daity hife gkills,
vocational programs, sensory integration to allow them to function, ete could be re-
mitroduced for those who need them.

I ésk all of you on the committee, and, in fact, would like 1o ask the Governor also:
What would you adiise to do with the surplas funds if your own child were on that

waiting list?
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Respectfully submitted by 5’ 7(/:@ GLLM 0610 Ko poest.
Brita Darany von ngensbura f:j) : l;
President
FAP-Friends of Autistic Peopie
fap.autismct@amail.com
wiarwautisticadulis.net

Greenwich, CT 06831 Tel/fax: (203) 661-8510

Friends of Autistic People is a non=profit organization dedicated to napraving the-guality of life of the entire spectram of individuals with autism

www.autisticaduits.net



