JOELEN J. GATES
MANAGING ATTORNEY
OFFICE

SHIRLEY BERGERT
MANAGING ATTORNEY
PUBLIC BENEFITS LINIT

ANNE LOUISE BLANCHARD
LITIGATION [DIRECTOR

CATHERINE CUSHMAN
CHERYL. [NANE FEUERMAN
BET GAILOR

JiLLiaN L, GRISWOLD
REBECCA LOOS

SAMUEL T.D. NEVES, JR.
ROYAL STARK

WENDY W, WANCHAK
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

CAROLE MASTERS
VOLUNTEER ATTORNEY

l.AUREL J, FREEMAN
PARALEGAL

THOMAS W. CRATTY, JR.
VoL UNTEER PARALEGAL

HEROILDA RIOS
KENMETH TIRADO
LEGAL ASSISTANTS

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
G2 WASHINGTON STREET
MIDDLETOWN, CT 06457
(B880) 344-0447

RICHARD F. CRR
BOARD CHAIR

STEVEN D. EPPLER-EPSTEIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

L.aw OFFICES
211 STATE STREET
BRIDGEPORT, CT 06604

16 MAIN STREET
NEwW BRITaIN, CT 06051

153 WILLIAMS STREET
NEW L ONDON, CT 06320

20 SUMMER STREET
STAMFORD, CT OG220

B85 CENTRAL AVENUE
WATERBURY, CT 08702

872 MAIN STREET
WILLIMANTIC, CT 08226

SATELLITE OFFICES

5 COLONY STREET
MERIDEN, CT 06451

Q8 SOUTH MAIN STREET

SouUTH NORWALK, CT 06854 -

29 NAEK RoaD, SUITE S5A
VERNON, CT 08066

CONNECTICUT LEGAL SERVICES

A PRIVATE NONPROFIT CORPORATION

872 MaIN STREET P.O. BOX 258 WILLIMANTIC, CT 08226-258
TELEPHONE {860} 456-1761 OR 1-800-413-7726 {(CLIENT TOLL-FREE LINE)
Fax (860 4567420

E-MAIL WILLIMANTIC&CONNLEGALSERVICES.ORG, ..

Public Health Committee
March 20, 2013

H.B. 6594 AN ACT CONCERNING RESIDENTIAL CARE HOMES
AND DEFINITIONS OF "NURSING HOME FACILITY" AND
"MEDICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE."

Recommended Action: JFS language to amend HB 6594 and add
reference to the residential care home discharge statute, C.G.S. sec. 19a-
535a, to the Patients Bill of Rights, C.G.A. sec. 19a-550 (b)(22).

My name is Joelen Gates and I am an attorney in the Willimantic office of
Connecticut Legal Services, Inc., a private non-protit law firm which
provides free legal services for elderly and low-income residents.

The Legal Services organizations in Connecticut support the concepts in H.
B. 6594 which provides a separate definition for “residential care homes” in
Connecticut statutes. The definition makes it clear that “residential care
homes™ are not the same as nursing homes as defined in C.G.S. sec. 19a-
490 and 19a-521and referenced in many other Connecticut statutes.

While the legislature is making this technical change in the definition of
“nursing homes,” we urge you to take this opportunity to also add the
reference to the residential care home discharge statute, C.G.S. sec, 19a-
535a, which is missing from the Patients Bill of Rights, C.G.S. sec. 19a-550

(b)(22).

Currently the Patients Bill of Rights provides that a “patient ... (22) is
entitied to be transferred or discharged from the facility only pursuant to
section 19a-535 or section 19a-535b, as applicable....” Section 19a-535 is
the discharge statute for nursing home residents and section 19a-535b is the
discharge statute for patients in a chronic disease hospital. Missing is the
reference to section 19a-3335a which describes the procedures for transfer or
discharge of residents from a residential care home.

H. B. 6594 should add this reference to section 19a-535a in the Patients Bill
of Rights, C.G.S. section 19a-550(b)(22). This would insure that transfer
and discharge procedures for residential care homes are covered in the
patients’ bill of rights. 1 have attached JES language to my testimony.




JFS Language for HB 6594

Amend Section 32(b}(22) to read:

(22) is entitied to be transferred or discharged from the facility only pursuant to
section 19a-535, , or section 19a-535b, as applicable;




