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Senator Gerratana, Representative Johnson, and members of the Public
Health Committee, my name is Barbara Wolf and I live in Farmington. Today I am
here to represent Homeopathy for Connecticut, a diverse group of people who are
asking you to improve access to homeopathy by allowing nationally certified
classical homeopaths, those who have achieved the highest standard of
homeopathic education and training, to practice homeopathy in Connecticut.

Homeopathy for Connecticut supports HB 6592 and we thank you for raising
the bill. However, we respectfully request a language change. We believe that the
good intent of this legislation will best be achieved through statutory recognition of
the profession rather than through state certification. Our goal is to provide
recognition of professional homeopaths who are certified by the national Council on
Homeopathic Certification, allowing them to practice in the state. A required
disclosure statement to clients will make clear that a certified classical homeopath is
not a doctor, does not practice medicine, and a physician should be consulted for
medical evaluations and check-ups. Proposed substitute language is attached.

The practice of homeopathy is restricted in Connecticut. Ours is only one of
three states (the others being Arizona and Nevada) that require a license to practice

homeopathy, and only medical doctors may apply for this license. This is a result of



a law enacted in 1893 - 120 years ago - and no longer reflects contemporary
practice. In contrast, the vast majority of homeopaths in the U.S. are not medical
doctors. In the remaining 47 states, homeopaths are not regulated and consumers

may freely consult with both certified and uncertified practitioners.

The issue here is that well trained and nationally certified professional
homeopaths are not allowed to practice in Connecticut. Currently there are only
nine (9) licensed homeopathic medical doctors in the state and most practice
homeopathy on a limited basis, if at all. In addition, a small number of naturopaths
offer classical homeopathy. As a result, homeopathic care is often sought in our
neighboring states and certified classical homeopaths leave the state to practice

their profession.

Homeopathy is a very safe system of natural health care that gently
stimulates the body’s innate ability to heal itself, improving health and wellbeing.
Also, homeopathic remedies, which are regulated by the FDA, are sold over the
counter and anyone is free to purchase and use them.

Homeopaths do not need to have a medical education because they are not
practicing medicine and do not diagnose or treat disease. Medicine and
homeopathy are two separate disciplines with very different education and training
requirements.

The national Council for Homeopathic Certification sets proficiency
standards for, and certifies, professional homeopaths in the U.S. and monitors
compliance with the continuing education requirements. Certification is a rigorous

process. A list of certification requirements is attached.



We urge you to support HB 6592 with our proposed substitute language.
Statutory recognition of nationally certified classical homeopaths will assure the
public of a high level of competence among practitioners. It will also attract more
qualified homeopaths to Connecticut and improve consumer access to a low cost
approach to health and wellness. Allowing more homeopaths to practice in
Connecticut will allow the growth of a system of natural health care that is safe,

effective, and is recognized throughout the world.

[ appreciate the opportunity to testify today and would be happy to answer

any questions.

Barbara Wolf, Farmington, Barbara@homesthatfit.com

Attachments
- Proposed substitute language
- Training Requirements for Certified Classical Homeopaths

- Comparison of Homeopathic Education Requirements (CCH, MD and ND)



Proposed Substitute Legislation
HB 6592: An Act Concerning [Certification of] CERTIFIED Classical Homeopaths

Replace language in LCO #4117 with the following:

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2013) Certified Classical Homeopaths

(a) “Certified Classical Homeopath” means an individual who has successfully met the
education and training requirements, passed the certification examination, and has satisfied
the annual continuing education requirements provided by the national Council for
Homeopathic Certification.

(b) “Council for Homeopathic Certification” means the national Council for Homeopathic
Certification or its successor organization.

(c) No person shall hold him or herself out as a certified classical homeopath unless he or
she maintains current certification with the Council for Homeopathic Certification.

(d) Prior to providing homeopathic services, a certified classical homeopath shall:

(1) Provide a disclosure statement to the client containing the following information: (A)
His or her educational, training, experience, and other qualifications; (B) A certified classical
homeopath is not a physician and does not practice medicine; (C) A brief description of the
principles of homeopathy and the services to be provided, and (D) A physician should be
consulted for appropriate medical evaluations and check-ups.

(2) Obtain a written acknowledgement from the client stating that he or she has been
provided with the information described in subsection (1).

(e) Nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the activities of a student of
homeopathy (1) enrolled in and under the supervision of a school of homeopathy
recognized by the Council for Homeopathic Certification, (2) enrolled in a clinical training
program approved by the Council for Homeopathic Certification, or (3) in training under the
supervision of a homeopathic physician, a naturopathic physician, a certified classical
homeopath (CCH), or other person or entity approved by the Council for Homeopathic
Certification.

Purpose: To recognize nationally certified classical homeopaths and allow these individuals
who have achieved a high standard of homeopathic education and training through national
certification to practice homeopathy in Connecticut.

Respectfully submitted by Homeopathy for Connecticut, March 20, 2013



HOMEOPATHY for CONNECTICUT

National Certification Requirements

To become certified as a Certified Classical Homeopath (CCH), the
Council for Homeopathic Certification (CHC) requires the following:

1. Exam Prerequisites:
= U.S. resident
» Homeopathic education:

Minimum of 500 hours of homeopathic training from either
a single school or a variety of different programs.

= Medical education:

Completion of an Anatomy and Physiology course (3-5
credits or a minimum of 33 hours of lecture time) and a
Pathology and Disease course (40 classroom hours).
Courses must be recognized by the CHC.

= Clinical education:

Minimum of 250 documented hours of clinical
observation/ analysis plus 10 formally supervised cases,
for a total of 390 hours of clinical experience.

2. Proctored written exam: Theoretical and Practical

3. Submission of 5 cases taken without supervision and followed for
a minimum of 6 months.

4. Oral interview

5. Practitioners certified by the CHC must complete a minimum of
20 continuing education units (CEU’s) each calendar year.

For more, please visit www.homeopathicdirectory.com.




Comparison of Homeopathic Educational Requirements

Nationally Certified

CT Homeopathic Medical

Naturopathic Physicians

Homeopaths (CCH) Doctors (MD) (ND)*
Number of Required 500 30 144
Classroom Hours
Number of Required 390 90 72
Clinical Hours if in homeopathic specialty
clinic; plus other exposure
in naturopathic clinic ad
hoc
Number of Required 10 none none
Supervised Cases
Number of 5 none none

Independent Cases

Required Medical

Medical Terminology,

Medical Doctor;

Doctor of Naturopathy;

Education Anatomy and Requirements of Section 20-10 Requirements of Section
Physiology, of the General Statutes 20-34 to 42 of the General
Pathology Statutes
Exam contents Section I: Section I: Comprehensive Board
Philosophy Foundations of Homeopathy Exam
that incorporates Health
Section II: Section II: ﬁmences ahno!
Human Health Practice of Homeopathy omeopathy:
Sci ~Philosophy
clences ~Materia Medica
~Repertory
Materia Medica
Section IV: Repertory
Section V: Case Taking
Oral Interview YES NO NO

Continuing Education
Requirements

20 hours per year in
homeopathy
(CHC requirement)

50 hours every two years in
their area(s) of practice
(though not specific to

homeopathy)

(State of CT Requirement)

15 every year
(though not specific to
homeopathy)
(State of CT requirement)

*per University of Bridgeport Naturopathic School requirements

Submitted by Homeopathy for Connecticut

August 2012
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