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ALICJA DEWERA-MOCZERNIUK, M.D,

As a pediatrician, and President of Pediatric Healthcare Associates, I would like to thank you for
considering proposed bill No. 6158 to allow pediatricians to choose whether they want to
procure vaccines from DPH or private industry. This vaccine mandate has taken a system of
vaccine procurement that was never broken and put it into great jeopardy.

We are very concerned, and as past experience has documented, that the private companics are
much more nimble and able to supply vaceine much more efficiently and rapidly than the state.
Our practice has always used state vaccine for our Medicaid population and private for our HMO
patients, so we are very familiar with both systems. Also, the extra burden of bureaucracy and
paper work required by the state system is taking valuable clinical time away from our staff
which has put additional pressures on our practice.

As a small business that employs over 150 nurses, receptionists, administrative personnel and
health care providers, we are concerned that this mandate is also increasing our overhead and
costs and decreasing our reimbursements. Other practices in Fairfield County have responded by
ceasing to serve the Medicaid population and laying off personnel. We have not resorted to
these options. We have had to absorb non-reimbursed costs, including Electronic Medical
Record systems at $50,000 per MD, as well as many other unfunded mandates from OSHA,
CLIA, and other federal and state agencies, which again add to our costs of doing business.

As you know, eventually a business can reach a breaking point when overhead becomes so
excessive that we have to start making cuts in services, including employee layoffs. We feel that
this mandate is pushing us in this direction in a state economy that needs every job that it can get.

So thank you again for considering this bill. We want to continue to provide the same high
quality care that we have always done, with easy access to vaccines for our patients. We have
had a system that was never broken in the first place. Thank you for trying to put the pieces back
together.

Robert D. Chessin, MD
President of Pediatric Healthcare Associates




