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H.B. NO. 6500 AN ACT PROHIBITING THE PUBLICATION OF ADVERTISEMENTS FOR
COMMERCIAL SEXUAL ACTS THAT DEPICT A MINOR

The Department of Children and Families {DCF} offers the following comments regarding H.B.
No. 6500, An Act Prohibiting the Publication of Advertisements for Commercial Sexual Acts that
Depict a Minor. This bill would establish a criminal penalty for any person who publishes,
disseminates or displays any advertisement for a commercial sex act that includes a depiction
of a minor. The crime would be classified as a class C felony.

While we will defer to legislators the question of whether or not classifying this act as a class C
felony is appropriate, we support establishing a criminal penalty for the act of advertising for
commercial sex acts that depict a minor. Such advertisements are a form of human trafficking.

Sadly, we have seen a dramatic increase of trafficking of minors in Connecticut over the past
several years. In response, DCF has increasingly sharpened its focus on the growing issue of
Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking afflicting children involved with the child welfare system.
Human Trafficking is the third most profitable criminal industry in the world, generating an
estimated $32 billion per year." Most simply, Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking constitutes
modern day slavery. The reaction of moral outrage that is prompted in the face of such child
victimization has fueled considerable work here at the Department to galvanize a systemwide
collaborative effort to combat it.

While much attention has been paid to this human rights violation in other countries, including
Cambodia and Thailand, it is perhaps less widely understood that child trafficking is occurring in
the United States at an alarming rate. The United States Department of Justice estimates that
200,000 American children are potentially trafficked each year into the sex trade. The United
States Department of State "Trafficking in Persons Report 2010" found that the majority of
domestic victims enslaved in the sex industry are runaway and homeless youth. Nationally,
450,000 children run away from home each year. One of every three teens on the street will be
lured toward prostitution within 48 hours of leaving home. This means at least 150,000
children are lured into prostitution each year. The average age of children victimized by
pornography and prostitution in the United States is 12 years old.?* Data shows that children
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who are involved with child welfare services and in the foster care system are at a much higher
risk to be recruited into the sex industry and prostitution.

DCF has been and remains committed to addressing the issue of trafficking within our borders.
Since 2008, when collaborative efforts in Connecticut significantly increased -- both internally at
DCF and externally with the community -- there have been approximately 100 children who
have been identified and confirmed as victims of Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking. Of the victims
identified, ninety-eight percent have been involved with child welfare services in some manner.
Many of these children have been victimized while in foster care or congregate care.
Connecticut DCF has put forth tremendous efforts to end the sale of our children. These efforts
fall within three main categories: identification and Response; Awareness and Education; and
Restore and Recovery.

We urge your support for this legislation.

S.B. NO. 314 AN ACT CONCERNING SECOND PARENT ADOPTION

The Department of Children and Families supports S.B. No. 314, An Act Concerning Second
Parent Adoption. This bill would exempt couples seeking a second-parent or coparent adoption
from the home study requirement.

The Probate Court would still have authority to order home studies if good cause is shown for
investigation and report by DCF. We believe that this provides an appropriate safeguard in
those circumstances for which a home study would be appropriate.




