
Testimony of Environment and Human Health, Inc. 
By David R. Brown ScD. 

Public Health Toxicologist 

 

Bill No. 1134 

An Act Concerning Outdoor Wood-Burning Furnaces 
 

Senator Ed Meyer, Representative Linda Gentile, and Members of the Environment Committee: 

 

Environment and Human Health, Inc. is in support of Bill 1134.  Environment and Human Health, Inc. would like 

to thank both the CT DEEP and Senator Ed Meyer for working on the very difficult outdoor wood furnace 

issue and trying to protect the health of Connecticut's citizens. 

 

This bill is a step forward to protective legislation with respect to outdoor wood furnaces (OWF) in that the 

Phase  II units  emissions are for the first time based on a factory test of at least one  representative unit.  

Phase I units required no testing.  The EPA  program documents only that the representative unit was  tested. 

 

EHHI brought forward in past hearings testing data showing that the smoke penetrates nearby homes.  Also 

people who live near the OWFs have described to the committee the health impacts on their families and, in 

some cases, the need to abandon their homes due to the emissions.  There is one known death in a home full 

of emissions from a OWF that occurred in another state.  

 

EPA is in a partnership with the industry to support the OWF development.  In one attempt to show safety,  

the EPA found that laboratory animals exposed to the smoke from the OWFs died due to carbon monoxide in 

the emissions from the OWF.  Subsequently EPA found extreme levels of CO emitted from old units returned 

to EPA’s laboratory for testing.   Other states have collected air samples inside and outside houses to 

document the exposures and hazard.  Connecticut has not collected any information on either human 

exposures or health outcomes. 

 

As scientists, physicians and public health professionals, EHHI, it is our duty to testify that Phase ll units will not 

protect the public's health - and those living near older Phase l units will remain sick and remain unable to sell their 

homes in order to move out and thereby protect the health of their families. Those near Phase II units are also 

exposed.  Wood smoke contains many of the same components as cigarette smoke, and while the state highly 

regulates cigarette smoke, we have almost no "health-protective" regulations that protect families from breathing in 

wood smoke 24 hours a day 7 days a week from neighbors' outdoor wood furnaces. 

 

I am especially supportive of the requirements for ‘clean wood’ and for a survey to identify the number and location 

of outdoor wood burning furnaces installed and operational in the state.  A survey would allow the Department of 

Health, were it so inclined, to assess the human health impact of emissions from OWFs. 

 

Many legislators as well as EHHI continue to receive calls from families whose houses are contaminated from the 

emissions from OWFs.   This Bill is a step forward and so we support it. People who know this issue well know how 

harmful these wood-burning devices are. They also know that a requirement for Phase II for new installations will 

not protect the public's health.   They are also aware that current setback conditions and the limited attention by 

Connecticut State and local health departments fall short of the protection provided in other States. 

 

David R. Brown ScD 

Westport 


