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Raised Senate Bill No. 1081 – AN ACT CONCERNING RECYCLING AND JOBS 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony regarding Raised Senate Bill 1081– An Act Concerning 
Recycling and Jobs.  The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) offers the following 
testimony.  
 
We appreciate the Committee’s willingness to raise this bill at the request of DEEP.  This proposal, which DEEP 
strongly supports, builds on the December 2012 recommendations of Governor Malloy’s Modernizing Recycling 
Working Group (“the Working Group”) and advances the State Solid Waste Management Plan.  The purpose of 
this bill is to save money for municipalities, businesses, and the state through avoided disposal costs – and to 
create jobs through increased recovery of recyclable materials and increased use of recycled material in local 
manufacturing.  The bill fosters economic development and job creation, promotes environmentally beneficial 
and sustainable infrastructure, and reduces burdens on municipalities.   
 
Economic Development and Jobs 
According to a recent 2012 report by the CT Economic Resource Center, Connecticut generated $746 million in 
sales related to recycling activity last year, representing about 4,800 recycling jobs (directly & indirectly) and 
these 4,800 jobs contribute $275 million in payroll and $59 million in tax revenue to the state. This bill will 
encourage and facilitate growth in the reuse and recycling industrial sectors. 
 
The Governor’s Modernizing Recycling Working Group and municipalities have called for incentives to improve 
recovery of recyclable material and to encourage the use of incentivized pricing systems to help municipalities 
reduce disposal costs and to become less reliant on property taxes for disposal costs.  Also, the Working Group 
recommended streamlining reporting requirements, including a recommendation for a single “one-stop” 
statewide registration system to replace duplicative municipal registration of solid waste collectors, thereby 
reducing burdens on both municipalities and businesses.   
 
The Working Group and industry representatives have asked for improved information systems and data 
quality to better understand the amount of locally available recovered materials flowing through the state’s 
recovery and recycling infrastructure so that industry may use these recovered materials as feedstock in local 
manufacturing processes.   Understanding this data will allow Connecticut to make more sensible policies for 
current CT-based businesses and to make Connecticut more attractive for out-of-state investors. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001T47RLqAeFDkq0wbC1qdRVKomRMi2fyJQbXbe4obEu9ZJuborOxPNFo7eWRPYLTnBCAIcCvyiI3qhkiGC63-Wnzzag45Yoz_iVX-dgiteY6wOlZVnqmBRCrK-E8KvfUlybZX6uANxGMbEfGYYbel4OJ0Ox9ifKBX4VOt73I2HA48u_-5U_zg5o9jk7XWuIKUvyApwACo5M2JzF3C-6p9XJsJzdzCkneJC9Yln05gWZrJrh80e6jdMeA==
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The Working Group also recommended the development of an infrastructure bank to grow recycling industries, 
a Recycling Markets Development Council, increased assistance to municipalities, and the development in the 
near future of standardized regional systems to realize opportunities for cost savings from aggregation of 
services.  These elements are important steps to ensure that recyclable and reusable materials remain in the 
stream of commerce. 
 
Promotion of Environmentally Beneficial and Sustainable Infrastructure  
The Working Group endorsed Connecticut’s continued work in adopting a product stewardship approach to 
materials management so that manufacturers are engaged in the management of products throughout their 
lifecycle.  With the support and leadership of this Committee, Connecticut has passed product stewardship laws 
for the recycling of residential electronic waste and paint.  These laws are models for the rest of the country, 
save money for municipalities, and have created dozens of jobs in Connecticut.   
 
This bill enhances business opportunities related to recycling of food residuals by clarifying for the investing 
community when the requirements of existing law regarding guaranteed feedstock become applicable.  This 
additional predictability is an important part of encouraging private investments to close infrastructure gaps in 
Connecticut. 
 
Incentives to Modernize Municipal Programs and Advance Regional Collaboration 
Connecticut’s municipalities save more than $50 million annually through recycling, just in avoided disposal 
costs, and a 10% increase in recycling would achieve an additional $35 million annually in avoided disposal 
costs statewide.  Municipalities could save even more through increased recycling.  To further drive down 
disposal costs by reducing disposal and increasing recycling, the bill rewards municipalities and regional 
organizations that wish to take the lead in modernizing their pricing systems and in acting regionally.  This bill 
develops incentives for regional collaboration and establishment of goals to achieve regionalization of materials 
management statewide, which will help chart a path for standardized regional systems to be in place by 2017.   
 
Drafting harmonization 
DEEP is willing to work with the committee to refine the scope and language of this bill to harmonize any 
sections where there are stakeholder questions, and also to address a few minor drafting issues.  Specifically 
we are asking that the committee consider the following drafting changes:   

 In section 3, at line 54 the word [and] should be replaced with “or” to ensure that there are two 
categories, not one category, of municipalities that are eligible to participate in an incentive program. 

 In section 4, at line 76 the date [July 1] should be replaced with “July 31” to allow time for data from 
the previous state fiscal year to be collected and submitted.   

 The effective date of section 4 should be July 1, 2013 rather than October 1, 2013 to provide continuity 
for reports due in July 2013. 

 
Summary 
The bill advances Connecticut’s Solid Waste Management Plan with a framework that will: 

 Increase jobs in reuse and recycling industries  

 Reduce costs and burdens on municipalities and businesses 

 Incentivize municipalities to de-couple trash costs from property taxes, and 

 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The bill provides a balanced update of recycling and solid waste management laws to ensure municipalities and 
the state can reduce the amount of solid waste generated, increase the amount of materials recovered for 
recycling, and sustainably provide for energy recovery of materials not recycled.   
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Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on this proposal.  If you should require any additional 
information, please contact DEEP’s legislative liaison, Robert LaFrance at (860) 424-3401 or 

Robert.LaFrance@ct.gov. 
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