
March 14, 2013 
 
Re: S.B. 1016 
 
In reference to the “bamboo bill” that is being considered for passage, I would like to add my 
testimony.  
 
My husband and I have owned a home in Westport for 11 years. When we purchased the house 
there was no landscaping whatsoever, so we have spent thousands of dollars adding specimen 
trees and shrubbery to our lot. Each year we have had to deal with invasive bamboo growing from 
a nearby property. The problem has gotten continually worse, with my husband trying not very 
successfully to pull up the rhizomes each year (and incurring at least one serious case of poison 
ivy while doing so). The bamboo has weakened some of our large shrubs to the point that the 
trunks have begun to break.  
 
In addition to our own property, I am concerned about the beautiful oak and pine trees on the 
grower’s land. They provide a screen and beautiful views from our kitchen and family room 
windows. I am not sure what the state of the oak trees is, but the bamboo has seriously damaged 
the pine trees. 
 
I understand that the proposed bill will require the person growing the bamboo to pay for both 
and removal from our property and damages (such as replacing our shrubs). I am told by a 
neighbor whose property borders the grower’s, that he loves his bamboo and believes that the 
damage to our properties is “(y)our problem”. I am very strongly in favor of a measure that would 
require him to contain his bamboo and repair the damage that’s been done already to his 
neighbors’ properties. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of my testimony. 
 
Lynne Sebastian 
63 Edgewater Commons Lane 
Westport, CT 06880 
 

 


