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Raised Senate Bill No. 916 – AN ACT AUTHORIZING CIVIL PENALTIES FOR THE FAULTY, CARELESS OR 
NEGLIGENT APPLICATION OF PESTICIDES 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony regarding Raised Senate Bill No. 916 – An Act Authorizing 

Civil Penalties For The Faulty, Careless Or Negligent Application Of Pesticides. The Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP) offers the following testimony. 
 
This bill would give DEEP the authority to assess civil penalties for acts that at present are punishable only by 
certification revocation or suspension.  Since this would allow for more flexible and appropriate enforcement 
options, DEEP supports this bill. 
 
Currently the Connecticut Pesticide Control Act (Chapter 441 of the General Statutes) provides sanctions for a 
wide variety of actions which are deemed harmful to human health or the environment. These sanctions fall 
into several classes, among them criminal or civil penalties or suspension, and denial or revocation of 
applicator certification (sometimes referred to as licensing). The sanction for the faulty, careless or negligent 
use of a pesticide is currently punishable only by the latter sanction, which can mean depriving someone of 
their livelihood since one cannot operate a pesticide application business without certification. This is often 
unduly harsh for this type of violation.  Giving DEEP the option to assess civil penalties for this type of 
violation would provide a significant – but not business ending – enforcement action.  Examples of this type 
of violation might include applying pesticides to the wrong property, or allowing pesticides to drift from the 
target area where the label does not specifically denote this as improper use. 
 
In conclusion, this bill would provide options to address noncompliance that are appropriate to the nature 
and gravity of the violation. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on this proposal.  If you should require any additional 
information, please contact DEEP’s legislative liaison, Robert LaFrance at (860) 424-3401 or 
Robert.LaFrance@ct.gov. 
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