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The League of Women Voters of Connecticut is a non-partisan, statewide 
organization comprised of 1600 members in 27 local chapters that is 

committed to effective public policy and the active participation of citizens in 
their government.  On behalf of the League, I would like to thank you for the 
opportunity to comment in support of this measure. 

 

The League of Women Voters of Connecticut has consistently supported 
statewide recycling and environmentally sound waste disposal. We applaud the  

Environment Committee for providing strong leadership for efforts to reduce, 
reuse and recycle solid waste.  Two years ago the General Assembly approved 
the establishment of a paint stewardship program to provide for the safe 

disposal of unused or unwanted paint – around 64 million gallons a year in the 
United States.  Last year you established a program to collect and recycle 
mercury thermostats. Today you will hear testimony about the disposal of 

350,000 to 450,000 mattresses each year in our state. Every town and city 
wrestles with this problem and with the disposal costs.  During the winter 

months, especially we can see evidence of poor mattress disposal along our 
otherwise scenic local roads.  
 

HB 6437 is an example of “Product Stewardship” or “Extended Product 
Responsibility” where we extend the producer’s responsibility to account for 

costs associated with a products’ safe disposal. This bill calls for a single 
council of manufacturers to design, finance and implement the program.  
Disposal costs will shift from taxpayers to consumers at the time of purchase 

and municipal participation in the program will be voluntary.  Governmental 
action is limited to approval and monitoring of the manufacturers plan by the 
Commissioner of the DEEP. 

 
Connecticut has two mattress recyclers located in Bloomfield and 

Bridgeport.  This bill will create additional jobs and business opportunities 
within the state.  When the program is fully implemented, mattresses sold in 
Connecticut will have a producer-financed statewide disposal program with 

fewer mattresses in our waste-to-energy facilities or along our scenic roadways.   
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