
 
Testimony in Support of Bill HB 5844 

 
Dear Senator Meyer, Representative Gentile, and Honorable Members of the 
Environment Committee, 
 
I am writing in support of HB 5844, which would prohibit chaining a dog outside at night 
between 10 PM and 6 AM, and require dogs to have appropriate shelter during harsh 
weather conditions.  This bill would be a positive step in the direction of alleviating 
unnecessary suffering of companion animals.   
 
The ASPCA states, “Dogs are social beings who thrive on interaction with humans and 
other animals.  While people with large parcels of land – and those without fenced-in 
yards – use tethering as a means of keeping dogs on their property, this type of 
confinement causes the animals a great deal of physical and psychological pain.  In 
addition to being deprived of socialization, tethered dogs are often the victims of abuse 
and neglect, suffering from sporadic feedings, empty water bowls, inadequate veterinary 
care and exposure to weather extremes.  They are forced to eat, sleep, urinate and 
defecate in the same confined area, which goes against their natural instincts.  Tethered 
dogs also suffer neck injuries from collars that have become embedded into their skin – 
some even strangle to death when chains become entangled with other objects.  
Chained in place, they are also helpless to defend themselves against abusive people, 
stray dogs and wild animals who may invade their space.  In addition, unaltered, 
chained female dogs are likely to attract strays, leading to unwanted litters.” 

 
Tethering companion animals is also an issue for the community.  The ASPCA states, 
“[…] tethering is a public safety issue as well as an animal welfare issue.  Coupled with 
proper enforcement of animal cruelty and animal fighting laws, laws that prohibit 
tethering or chaining have been shown to reduce dog attacks, dog fighting and cruelty 
complaints.  Recognizing that tethered dogs pose a higher risk of aggression, Texas’s 
anti-chaining law, among other things, restricts the manner in which dogs may be 
tethered within 500 feet of school property in an effort to reduce the dogs’ frustration 
and possible aggression.  And Lawrence, KS, has found its anti-tethering ordinance has 
led to decreased dog fighting complaints, likely because dog fighters usually tether their 
dogs.  Lawrence allows dogs to be tethered without supervision for only one hour.” 
 
Please show your compassion by supporting HB 5844. 
 
*Source for both quotes: http://www.aspca.org/fight-animal-cruelty/advocacy-
center/animal-laws-about-the-issues/tethering.aspx 
 
Thank you. 
 
Caitlin Sorge 
Bethlehem, CT 

 

http://www.aspca.org/fight-animal-cruelty/advocacy-center/animal-laws-about-the-issues/tethering.aspx
http://www.aspca.org/fight-animal-cruelty/advocacy-center/animal-laws-about-the-issues/tethering.aspx


 

 


