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March 8, 2013 
 
Environment Committee 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT  06106 
 
Re: H.B. No. 5811 (COMM) An Act Concerning the Operation of Vessels with Electric 
Motors on Inland Waters of the State. 
 
Chairmen Meyer & Gentile, Senator Chapin and Distinguished Members; 

The Connecticut Marine Trades Association (CMTA) and our member businesses urge 
you to support H.B. No. 5811 (COMM) An Act Concerning the Operation of Vessels with 
Electric Motors on Inland Waters of the State. 
 

Since the beginning of Connecticut’s Safe Boating Education program almost 25 years 
ago, operation of a power driven vessel by a state resident on state waters required the 
operator to have possession of a Safe Boating, or later on, a Personal Watercraft Certificate.  
Either of which is earned by taking an 8 hour course and passing a comprehensive proctored 
exam.  Operating manual propelled vessels and sailing vessels less of than 19.5’ in length 
were exempted from needing an operator’s certificate.   

 
The Recreational Marine Industry was a strong supporter in the development and 

implementation of the Safe Boating Program. It was designed to increase safety and history 
has proved that it did have a very positive impact on the accident and injury statistics for 
boating.  Connecticut enjoys a much lower accident and fatality rate than many other states’, 
even those with less activity than ours, due to the maturity of this program.  Any and all 
education that a boater is required to accumulate helps to increase the safety record of 
Connecticut’s waterfront. 

 
The author of this initiative would like to make a Safe Boating or a Personal Watercraft 

Certificate unnecessary for the operation of an electric powered vessel only on inland waters 
that have a prohibition of vessel operation with over 10 horsepower propulsion.  Vessels with 
this limited powertrain only maneuver at sufficiently slow speeds and are generally incapable 
of over fast operation.  Due to those facts the marine industry is comfortable with such a 
minimal exception to the Safe Boating requirements and understands that its passage will 
allow additional people to enjoy the waters of the state. 

 
We urge you again to support H.B. No. 5811 (COMM) An Act Concerning the 

Operation of Vessels with Electric Motors on Inland Waters of the State.  Our industry 
has no issue with this initiative knowing that it could be revisited in the future if accident or 
injury statistics do not support this change.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this 
issue and please know that we are available to discuss them at any time. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
John S. Johnson   Grant W. Westerson  Linda A. Kowalski 
Legislative Chair   President    The Kowalski Group 


