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HB-5480 - AN ACT REQUIRING AN ASSESSMENT OF THE USE OF CERTAIN 

PESTICIDES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT RESEARCH FARM. 

The Connecticut Water Works Association, Inc. (CWWA) is an association of private, municipal 

and regional public water supply utilities serving more than 500,000 customers, or population of 

about 2½ million people, located throughout Connecticut.   

 

As stewards of the state’s water resources, CWWA members are very supportive of efforts to 

protect the quality and safety of Connecticut’s public water supplies. We support the intent of 

HB-5480 to ensure that certain pesticides are not affecting the water quality.  

 

In addition, we would also like to bring to your attention another issue which affects 

Connecticut’s water quality.   Certain types of contractors, such as construction and paving 

contractors, landscapers, pool companies and hydroseeders, are attaching hoses directly to fire 

hydrants or throwing hoses into reservoirs to draw water for commercial purposes.  This can 

easily contaminate drinking water supplies because they are not using back flow prevention 

devices to protect against contamination from chemicals, fertilizers or pesticides used in the 

course of their business. 

As recognized by the Department of Public Health, such unauthorized connections or 

withdrawals have the potential to contaminate public water supplies relied upon by 

thousands of Connecticut citizens. In addition, such illegal use may further jeopardize public 

health and safety by damaging pipes, hydrants and other equipment required for safe public 

drinking water and firefighting purposes. 

 

Under current law, theft of utility service is a misdemeanor. However, law enforcement is 

hesitant to issue citations because of general lack of awareness of the potential public safety 

consequences of such unauthorized connections and the criminal nature of misdemeanor 

enforcement, which involves the need for criminal prosecution for each offense. Legislation 

creating a more effective deterrent to this behavior would better protect Connecticut’s drinking 

water supplies.  

CWWA therefore requests your consideration of language to address this issue.  

 


