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I would like to thank the Environmental Committee for this opportunity to express my strong 

support of HB 5027 to prohibit the sale of dogs and cats obtained from substandard domestic 

animal mills in Connecticut. 

I am a registered voter in the Town of Burlington and also the Municipal Animal Control Officer 

with the Farmington Police Department. I was a Veterinary Technician for eighteen years prior. 

During my twenty plus years of service I have witnessed dogs and cats that have been bought from 

substandard breeding mills. These mills confine the adult breeders and litters in confined and 

squalid cages without proper shelter. These animals, considered a commodity and not a living soul, 

are without adequate clean bedding, ventilation, water and food and are subjected to the elements 

without proper protection from the heat of summer and the brutal cold in winter. 

The puppies and kittens that are not auctioned or sold are kept as new breeding animals and are 

bred at each heat cycle as if they were a production machine. These animals are treated inhumanely 

and discarded if they are unable to reproduce. I have witnessed partial amputations and splayed 

paws because of wire floors of purchased puppies. 

House Bill 5027 will dramatically decrease needless suffering and neglect of dogs and cats that are 

forced to exist in deplorable and inhumane conditions.  

House Bill 5027 will also prevent the naïve public from spending hundreds and hundreds of dollars 

on the purchase and care of a sick family pet that most purchase because of pity and sympathy.  

The substandard pet shops and pet dealers that offer these animals continue to exist because they 

profit from those with open hearts and arms.  

Please support this legislation and thank you for this opportunity to testify on behalf of those 

without voices. 

Thank you- 

Charlene W. Rogers 

860-675-2440    rogersc@farmington-ct.org 


