
 

 

--- On Thu, 3/14/13, Cecelia Brothwell <ceceliabrothwell@yahoo.com> wrote: 

 

From: Cecelia Brothwell <ceceliabrothwell@yahoo.com> 

Subject: HB5027 

To: testimony@cga.ct.gov 

Date: Thursday, March 14, 2013, 11:17 AM 

  

Several years ago I had the good fortune to meet a woman who was Director of a local shelter 

and was invited to become part of the group of volunteers.  Volunteering I got to see what dog 

rescue is and to find out the work involved in caring and rehabilitating rescue dogs.  the dogs 

ofen arrived nameless with shocking stories of abuse and neglect attached to them. their brief 

stay at a Connecticut dog pound was often the first time most had had a full bowl of food, access 

to water daily,  warm bed indoors, and humans who raised their hands to pet, not strike.  When 

the dogs arrived at the rescue their new life continued with time spent in the exercise pens, 

grooming, people to train and socialize them so that they had the best possible life at the rescue 

and the best possible chance at adoption.  Potential adopters wee screened, the dogs delivered 

often by the shelter director to the new home. 

  

I assumed all shelters in Connecticut operated in this manner and was shocked and saddened 

when the local newspapers began reporting on an individual who operated a shelter and had had 

62 dogs seized for animal cruelty.  over the next month the conditions that he dogs were kept in 

became public knowledge.  Dogs forced to curl up in cages too small for them to move, dogs 

laying on urine soaked newspaper, denied water, matted coats.  The most shocking was that the 

dogs were kept in an unheated barn with wind blowing thru the barn walls.  he recorded 

temperature 

 on the day of their seizure was 30 degrees.  Dogs were shivering, in visible distress. 

  

the media reported that in 2004 the same individual was arrested operating under a different 

shelter name for 84 counts of animal cruelty.  These charges were plea bargained down and he 

was free to continue his shelter practices. 

  

The judge in the current case ruled to allow the "large breed dogs" to be returned to the shelter 

owner as and I quote "they don't feel the cold as much as the smaller dogs".  the owner has filed 

an appeal and will return to court seeking the return of all of "his" dogs.  Without passage of 

legislation setting down laws for how dogs are housed and treated in rescues this man and others 

who profit from the misery they inflict on dogs will continue.   

  

Others much more knowledgable about dog rescue practices in Connecticut are speaking today 

as the voice of the dogs who do not deserve the fate of falling into the hands of unethical rescue 

operators.  I ask that you listen to what they have to say.  thank you. 

  

Cecelia Brothwell 

Harwinton CT  -----HB5027 
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