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My name is Manuel Sandoval. | am here before the appropriations committee to request that as
you think of ways to make cuts in DMHAS and a way to fix the budget, you bare in mind some very
important issues at hand.

We the CT. residents have been placed in the forefront of the country, as to how we will deal
with our residents who may be suffering from mental iliness. Many of you, not nearly just three weeks
ago were saying how we should force medicate our Mothers, Fathers, Brothers, and Sisters just because
of an inconvenience that you may be having. Never once thinking of the inconvenience that they may be
suffering due to their inability to cope with whatever problems they may be having.

This silence suffering has to be helped and it has slowly been given a voice by Peer support. The
Peer Support program has evolved over the years into a great cost effective service for many agencies
while improving the ability to help people who trust other people who have experienced some of the
problems they may currently be going through. Peer Support has been working and is only gettmg
better and stronger with time and effort. The key words being time and effort.

As many of you may know or may not know the Peer Support System derives from the world
renowned program of Alcohol Anonymous. Which has proven that the system works for over 75 years.
That is to say that if you listen and help your Mothers, Fathers, Brothers, and Sisters things can and
often do get better with work.

However, the problem with today's society is that it doesn't have enough time. It wants a quick
fix. So they have made drugs, and now want to force medicate us all into compliance. That's is where |
ask you please do not take the little voice we may have. A cut into the Peer Support or the Legal Services
program is wrong.

As it is the Legal Service Program is over worked, and under paid for the great work that they
do, from helping with the current forced medication issue at hand, to the constant discrimination, the
tack of housing, and the lack transitional help needed to succeed. They have been working very hard and
a cut in their budget would place us back to square one where we have no voice to be heard. Then again



that may be the idea behind such cuts, the silencing of such issues. However we will not be silenced so
easily anymore. '

The NRA has been voicing all throughout the country that it is our constitutional right to bare
arms. | agree it is our right, one given to us by our forefathers before us. But, we must not forget that
they also gave us other rights such as Liberty Interest, and the right to legal Representation.

We the Pecople have the right to be free of forced medication, or intrusion of any substance into
our bodies, We need to have access to the courts by strong, knowledgeable, and competent
representation to deal with such issues just as the NRA. ‘

A cut into these programs is detrimental to our rights as CT. residents and U.S. Citizens. We are
entitled to the rights of Liberty Interest and Legal Representation just as the NRA is entitled to the right
to bare arms. '

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Manuel Sandoval



