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Information for consideration onlamendment to Connecticut Statute Section 14-66

For years in the state of Connecticut, as in alt other states, it was acceptable for individuals to operate
wreckers and flatbeds for both personal and business use with commercial registration. The acceptance
of Public Act 10-110 eliminated this. Now for business or individual to operate these vehicles it is
required to be registered with wrecker plates.

In the state of Connecticut wrecker plates can only be issued to a repair business or licensed dealership.
These industries are closely related, however, are distinctly different. Operating a transport/towing
company does not require the repair or sale of vehicles. Attached is information to explain how the new
requirements under Statute Section 14-66 have made it impossible to open or operate a towing /
transport business in the state of Connecticut.

An amendment to Statute Section 14-66 is necessary to allow individuals to operate towing/transport
businesses without the added expenses required as it is currently written. Today’'s economy Is still
struggling; individuals that want to open and operate businesses in the state of Connecticut need help
and encouragement. Allowing individuals to continue to operate and open new businesses in the
towing /transport industry (taxable business) will supply jobs and bring revenue to the state.



Information for consideration on amendment to Connecticut Statute Section 14-66

Al these laws have now ELIMINATED an individual’s RIGHT and ABILITY to open or operate a Towing /
Transport Business in the State. An entire industry that has the potential to bring revenue to the State is
being monopolized because a small group of established towing businesses have lobbied to get laws to
lock out any competition and make it exponentially harder to open a new business (if not impossible).
The requirement of a repair license or dealer license adds increased costs in facilities, special insurances,
bonding, increased costs of rent and zoning approvals. To operate a transport company you need an
administrative office address and a place to park a truck. A repair/dealer company adds thousands of
dollars of overhead each month.

1. There is a distinct difference between the towing industry and auto repair and dealer.

a. Auto repair, Auto sales and Vehicle Towing are different industries. While all are related
to autos, they are distinctly different. If someone wants to open a lawn cutting
business, do they need an arborist license though they have no intention of cutting
treas?

b. The industries should be separated. If an individual is required to have a repair license
to tow, it will add unnecessary overhead for an unrelated license.

C. A person is not required to have a dealer’s license to operate a repair facility.

d. A transport/towing business has no need to repair or sell autos.

2. Wrecker registration vs. Commercial

a.  Wrecker registration in Connecticut can be used only for the transportation of a motor
vehicle.

b. Wrecker registration was designed to allow for non-consensual towing such as a police
tow, accident clean-up, etc...

¢. Commercial registration, when used on a flatbed carrier, can be used for the transport
of anything: equipmerit, tools, etc...including motor vehicles, This allows for many more
opportunities of work, '

d. AWrecker, by désign, serves ONLY to move motor vehicles. A Flathad can be safely
used for tfansporting an almost unlimited number of items,

e, Making a requirement to have a wrecker registration on a Hatbed, cuts down the varied
type of work available. Because towing is taxable, this cuts down on revenue to the
State.

f.  Both require

i. Proper licensing
fi. Proper registration
Iiil. Proper commercial insurance
iv. Vehicle that has been safety inspected annually

3. Transporting a vehicle for an individual and private company




a. Independent haulers with commercial registration have been transporting vehicles for
individuals and private companies for years. if an independent is without adequate
insurance, registration, safe equipment or safety procedures; the law is already being
broken. New faws need to encourage new business, not punish people that are doing
nothing wrong. ) .

b. What is the difference between an individual transporting one (1) vehicle on a flatbed
and a tractor trailer transporting six (6) vehicles which is not registered as or eligible for
wrecker plates or a moving company that adds a vehicle to a load of furniture when

people are moving?

The industries of repair, sales and transportation are all in the automotive field, but repairing or selling
have very little to do with transporting.

4. What is meant by the term “Direct towing to the public”?
a. Some sections of the current law reference this term, and one proposal states, an

individual can “tow for hire ,provided they do not offer direct towing to the public” If a ‘

company was in the auto transport business, who would they be offering their services
too? This.contradicts the whole point of having a licensed towing? Transport business

e e,




Personal Use

By altering the language regarding “For Compensation”, it does not allow for personal use of the
vehicle,

a. The operator is licensed

b. has proper insurance

¢. has proper registration

How can we be told that though we pay all the fees and have been able to do this for years that
. now we cah’'t move vehicles? '

If an individual’s spouse’s vehicle is solely in their name, by the letter of the law, that person
could no longer move it on their own truck. The same applies for their mother, father, friends,
etc... If someone decides to do a favor and move a person’s car for free, whose business is it of
the State? This would not be allowed in any other industry.

If an individual wanted to mow a neighbor’s lawn but doesn’t have a landscaping business, they
can't do it? if afriend is remodeling their home, a person can’t help them unless he/she has a
licensed contracting business? If an individual were to plow their grandmother’s driveway, do

they need to be a licensed plow company?






