Members of the Committee on Transportation,

I'm Andrew Yim, a resident and home-owner in New Haven, by profession a nurse practitioner
employed by Community Health Center Incin Meriden.

The illegal use of dirthikes and ATVs on the streets of the neighborhood where | live (Fair Haven -
Chatham Park) has become a major quality of life issue. The operators the dirtbikes and ATVs often
travel in packs of 4, 6 or even 10, riding on sidewalks, going against traffic, and pulling wheelies without
regard for oncoming traffic or pedestrians. In the past year, a seven year old girl was hit and
hospitalized by a dirtbiker (who was riding on the sidewalk).

The problem is not unique to New Haven, Baltimore and Philadelphia are also plagued by the dirtbike
culture and also have struggled to find ways to keep the bikes off the streets. While 1 understand that
these young men may come from difficult circumstances and find some measure of status or self-
empowerment through dirtbiking, their disregard and lack of respect for the public safety of their
neighbors cannot be tolerated. '

| urge you to pass SB 190 with the strongest language and penalties possible. The neighborhoods and
fine, hardworking residents of New Haven deserve a chance to live in peace and safety.

Sincerely.
Andrew Yim
4 Lewis Street

New Haven CT 06513




