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The Newtown tragedy was a preventable one. Many things could have prevented it,
one of which is someone else with an AR15, or any other type of gun. Gun-free
zones, although politically correct, only give the illusion of safety. It's a very
dangerous fallacy. Criminals couldn’t care less about rules. To them, gun-free zones
are simply easy targets. The blood of all those innocent people in Newtown lies in
the hands of political correctness, a man with mental illness, and a well-meaning but
severely misguided mother. Unless every single gun-free zone entails going through
intricate security systems, nobody is ever going to be safe in them. It’s been proven
time and time again.

[ work with an autistic person who was hired many years ago through a state
program. A large part of their job entails driving. [ have lost count of how many
accidents this person has had. In the last one, a person on a bicycle was hit. [ have
seen the depth of this person’s rage when things don’t go their way. The potential
for violence is very close to the surface, and it would not surprise me in the least if
they killed one or more people during one of their rages.

[ have been told that people like the one [ work with cannot be fired due to the
Americans with Disabilities Act. I have complained about this person’s behavior
numerous times, and have gotten absolutely nowhere. The problem is, there is no
one to go to when people like Lanza who are protected under this act show obvious
signs of violent tendencies. There are always signs of trouble before tragedy strikes.
The way that mental illness is handled is the real problem. The politically correct
are more concerned about their rights than about what actually is right.

The last public hearing in January on this subjectwas by far predominantly filled by
people who support the 2nd Amendment. It looks like we are the majority today as
well. We've been called the “fringe of the fringe” by Gov. Malloy. This is merely a
convenient tactic used to brush aside whatever facts they don’t like, and which most
media are all too happy to parrot.

The only thing that the minority anti-gun crowdhas is emotional testimony. No
facts, figures, or statistics. Granted, it is a very emotional subject, but that is an area
for mental health professionals to deal with, not legislators. The only thing this so-
called assault weapons ban has to do with the Newtown tragedy is that it’s a great
opportunity to take rights away from law-abiding citizens.

For every one of us that show up to these hearings, rallies, and lobby days, there are
at least 10 others who have the same love for the freedoms the Constitution gives
us. A lot of them are watching, and most of them vote. It's probably a good thing



they’re not all here because this hearing would go on for weeks. I read somewhere
after the last hearing about some people not liking having to sit so long to hear all
the testimony. We would also much rather be doing something else. If this
commission didn’t propose unconstitutional legislation that does nothing
whatsoever to prevent a tragedy like the one in Newtown, none of us would have to
go through any of this.

Some people believe that nobody has the right to own a gun for any reason. They
twist the meaning of the 2Znd Amendment and manipulate facts and figures to suit
their agenda, which is to completely disarm law-abiding citizens by chipping away
at their rights a little bit at a time. Unfortunately for them, they exist in a country
that was originally founded on personal freedoms. There are plenty of other anti-
gun countries in the world they are perfectly free to move to. But America is ours,
handed down to us by the founders who knew what it was like to live under an
oppressive government and did everything in their power to make our nation a free
one. And there is absolutely nothing wrong with that.



