Dear Honarable Legislators,

| am writing today as a mother of two children, 6 years and 9 years old. | grew up in a home
with a gun (a six-shot handgun) with a permit that my father kept properly locked and never in
the hands of anyone but himself. | am not anti-guns. But our second amendement rights to bear
arms does not give us the right to have each and every kind of weaponry out there. Nobody is
trying to take guns away from law-abiding citizens, but there should be a limit on the type of
weapons they can have, and the amount of ammunition that they have. | am asking for a ban on
military-style assault weapons, a ban on high capacity ammunition magazines, universal
background checks (including closing the loop-hole for gun show purchases), universal and
annual registration renewal, and a limit on handgun purchase to one a month. When was the last
time that you heard that someone protected their home with an assault riffle? | contend that if
you are going to have a gun near your bedside to protect yourself from burglers or danger, or
someone breaks in, you are going to grab your HANDGUN. Not your semi-automatic, or your
military style assault riffle. There are many guns that you can own that don't have the high-
capacity to rip children to shreds that will still allow you to effectively hunt, and protect your
family. These high-powered weapons are a status symbol and give a feeling of power and
delight. They are NOT for personal protection or hunting. Our police and military should have
these weapons, not ordinary citizens.

| am strongly asking for banning violent video game and entertainment for children under

the age of 18 years. It does make a difference in those critical first 26 years of brain and moral
development when you play games that take the sanctity of human life for granted. It leads to
complacency with death, destruction, and violence and has erroded our morals of right and
wrong in our society. We also need mental health supports to bolster our system, which needs
to include ensuring that individuals with mental health diagnoses that are detrimental to
themselves or others are not allowed to get gun permits to buy guns. | believe strongly that if
you have a mental illness that will be one the could lead to violence, you should not own a gun,
and nobody in your household should own a gun. These are not random criminals running into
our schools and killing children or going into movie theaters killing people, they are individuals
whose perceptions of reality are skewed. If we were talking about limiting guns to criminals, we
would be looking for wholly different laws to stem that violence. We are talking about mass-
murders by individuals who have not had the mental health supports they need that go over an
edge and take innocent lives. We must act to limit access to violent video games and
entertainment to anyone under the age of 18, and limit access to any kinds of guns to those who
are mentally unstable.

Please, be strong, take a stand and make sure that no other parents have to bury their first graders
who have been riddled by bullets as they attended school. Make sure that nobody else has to be
traumatized by these violent weapons in CT, or any other state in the country. Make a stand.

Sincerely,

Susan Corrice

Parent

Resident of Oakdale, CT



