DISABLED AMERICANS FOR FIREARMS RIGHTS

March 14, 2013
Senators and Representatives thank you for attending this important public hearing taday.

My name is Scott Ennis and | am from New London, CT. | am also the founder of Disabled Americans for Firearms Rights. As of
March, 11, 2013 we have a national membership of 15,106 individuals of which 2,614 members currently reside in the State of

Connecticut. Members of our organization have expressed serious concern regarding the gun controf legisiation that Is being
proposed.

Thousands of responsibfe disabled firearm owners can only use an adaptable rifle platform such as the AR-15 modern sporting and
defense rifle, This is the exact same moedern sporting and defense rifle that has been mislabeled as an assault weapon by gun conirol
advocates that are attempting to ban or seriously restrict its availability.

The AR-15 modern sporting and defense rifle is a semi-automatic rifle. It is not a machine-gun or an automatic assault weapon. The
rifles semi-automatic function allows the individual to fire only one round every time they pull the trigger. The rifle does not fire
mutiiple rounds when the trigger is pulled. This semi-automatic functioning allows a person with a disability to be able to fire the
rifle without having to manually cycle  round Into the chamber, such as with a standard bolt action rifle. Many disabled firearm
owners can only fire a semi-automatic type firearm. There Is no operational difference between the AR-15 type rifle platform and
any other semi-automatic rifle. The only differences are in the AR-15 rifle platform having adaptability features. By adaptability
features | mean, it allows the disabled individual to adjust the rifle around their own bodily limitations. The AR-15 rifle platform
“allows an individual to add a collapsible stock. This gives the person the ability to shorten the stock just enough so they can

comfortably and safely hold the rifle. The AR-15 type rifle platform also has a pistol grip as well as the added ability to allow an
individual to add a forward grip.

These three options are exactly why individuals with disabilities such as, multiple sclerosis, variations of paralysis, connective tissue
diseases, amputees, hemophilia, arthritis and a plethora of other disabilities use this adaptable rifle platform. For thousands of
individuals with disabilities they can only use this platform. There is simply no other platform available. | will add that if there was
another adaptable platform avallable, that platform would also fall under the exact same proposed ban or restriction as the AR-15
platform. This would happen simply because of the reasons specifically outlined as being the "assault weapon characteristics”, These
items you are calling "assault weapon characteristics” are the adaptable options the disabled individual must have in order to adjust
the rifle around their disability. To limit these options to two or the proposed one of the so called “assault weapon characteristic”
has a drastically negative effect on the disabled firearm owner. While adding one option such as the collapsible stock may be all that
one disabled individual may require, thousands of disabled individuals require two or three options. It will depend on the disabled
individuals own limitations. | also add that the pistol grip on the rifle should not be counted towards the “assault weapon
characteristic” number since all AR-15 type rifles have a pistol grip.

The adjustable and adaptable optiohs that | am speaking of have nothing to do with the |ethality of the firearm. But, those adaptable
options have everything to do with allowing thousands of responsible disahled Americans the ability to exercise their Second
Amendment Right. If you ban this rifle thousands of disabled, tax paying and voting Connecticut residents will not be able to exercise
that rig_l-it. Why should we as disabled firearm owners not have the ability to exercise that right? Are we second rate citizens? We are

Connecticut residerits and American citizens just like you. Do not forget about us and do not forget about our needs [ have outlined
here today. '

Scott Ennis
Hemophiliac with severe joint damage and founder of Disabled Americons for Fireartns Rights
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FIREARDM RESTRICTIONS AND THEIR EFFECT O PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
March 8, 2013

Tens of thousands of responsible disabled firearm owners can only use an adaptable rifle nlatform such
as the AR1LS modem sporting and defense rifle. This Is the exact same modern sporting and defense rifle
that many gun control advocates are atternpting to han or seriously restrict.

The AR15 modern sporting and defense rifle is 3 semi-automatic rifle. Not a machine gun, not an
automatic assault weapon. The rifles semi-automatic function aliows the individual to fire oniy one round
avery time they pull the trigger. The rifle does not fire muitiple rounds when the trigger is pulled. This
semi-automatic functioning also allows a persen with a disability to be able o fire the rifle without having
to manually cycle a round into the chamber, such as with & standard bolt action rifle. Many disabled
firearm owners can only fire a semi-automatic type firearm. There is no operational difference at ali from
the AR1S type rifle than any cother semi-automatic rifle. The only differences are in the rifle having
adaptability features. By adaptability features I mean, it allows the person to adjust the rifle around their
own bodily fimitations. The rifle allows an individual to add a collapsible stock. This gives the person the
ability to shorten the stock just encugh so they can comfortably and safely hold the rifie. The AR1S type
tifle platform also hes a pistol grip as well as the added ability to allow an individual to add a forward
arin. These three options are why individuals with disorders and disabilities such as, multiple sclerosis,
arthritis, different forms of paralysis, connective tissue diseases, amputees, hemophilia and a plethora of
other disabilities use the AR5 type rifle platform. For thousands of individuals with disabilities they can
only use this platform. There is simply no other platform available. T will add that if there was another
adapiable platform aveilable, that platform would also fall under the exact same proposed ban or
restriction rulings as the ARLS platform. This would happen simply because of the reasons specifically
outlined as being the "assault weapon characteristics” which arve the functional options the disabled
individual must have. To limit the options fo two or even one “assault weapon characteristic” also has a
drastically negative effect on disabled firearm owners. While adding one option of say the pistol grip may
be all that one disabled individual may need, thousands of disabied individuals need to use two or three,
It will depend on their individual disability. I also add that the pistol grip should not be considered
towards the "assault weapon characteristic™ number since all ARIS type tifles have 2 pistol grip.

The adjustable and adaptable options that 1 am speaking of have nothing to do with the lethality of the
firearm. Bul, those adaptable options have evervthing to do with allowing the tens of thousands of
responsible disabled Americans to be able {0 exerdise their Second Amendment Right. Why should we as
disabled Americans not be able or allowed o exeicise that right? Are we second rate dtizens? T don't
think so! We deserve a voice and we deserve {o exercise our Second Amendiment Right. We are American
citizens just like you. Do not leave us out of the gun control debate and do not forget about us!

Scott Ennis
Hemophifiac with severe joint damage and founder of Disabled Americans for Firearms Righis
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Faceboole www . facehook.comy/DisabledAmericansForFirearmsRights
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YeouTube: www. voutube.comy/user/DAFRUSA
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Mission of Disabled Americans for Firearms
Rights:
Froudly Representing Responsible Disabled Firearms Qwners!

DAFR fights for the inalienable firearms rights of responsible disabled Americans. Disabled
Americans have unigue needs when exerdising their Z2nd Amendment Aghts,
The mission of DAFR is intertwined within five basic areas of focus.

These areas consist of:

The introduction of fireanms For seff-defense fo disabled Amerfcans.

Shooting sports program and organized compelition Ffor disabled Americans and wounded veterans.

Oversae Firearmis legisiation and research their impact on Americans with disabiliifes.

Offer assistance to responsibie disabled Americans in order to exercise their 2nd Amerndment right.

Fducating the public and elected officials aboul Aow disabled Armerican firearms owners have unigue needs that
must be met witen exercising their 2nd Amendment right.

1.
2
3.
4.
5.

We have also become concerned with recent legislation that is proposed throughout the United States in reaction to the
tragedy in Newtown, Connecticut. With that, our organization has taken a clear stand on various bills, public acis and
proposed laws that we deem wouid be disadvantageous to responsible disabled firearms owners. DAFR intends to shed light
on the fact that many Disabled Americans can only use certain types of firearms such as the highly adaptable AR1S rifle
platform. A ban or other serious restrictions on the AR15 rifle as well as certain other firearms will have an adverse effect on
the rights of thousands of disabled Americans.

Recent Testimony by Scott Banis at the Siste of Connecticut Gun Viclence Task Force hesrings on Ianuary
28, 2013:

"My name is Scott Ennis; I am from New Londoen, CT. I am also the Founder of Disabled Americans for Firearms Rights. As
of January 27th, 2013 we have an approximate national membership of 14,350 individuals of which approximately 1,134
members currently reside in the State of Conneciicut. Members of our erganization have expressed serious concern
regarding the number of anti-firearms bifls that are being introduced.

We are highly concerned regarding the mislabeling of certain semi-automatic rifles as being assauit weapens and their
possible ban. Many responsible disabled firearms ownars can only utifize the AR-15 type rifle as it is easily adjustable for
each individuals own special needs. As one of the founders of DAFR, 1 can altest to this first hand. I have 2 bleeding
disorder called Hemophilia. Hemophilia causes internal bleeding into the joints which over time severely hinders normal joint
function, 40 years of bleeding into my joints, particutarly the etbows have rendered me unable to compietely straighten my
armns as well as the inability to turm my hand over to grip the forend of a rfle or shotgun in a traditional manner. I currently
use an AR-15 bype rifle for both home defense as well as for sport shooting. The pistol grip, adjustable stock and addition of
a verticai foregrip allow individuals with certain disabilities, such as myself, to be able to adjust the firearm to their own
specific need as well as the ability to hold their hands in a vertical position. Without these types of options, thousands of
respansible disabled firearms owners would not be able to exarcise their 2nd Amendment rights.

Our members do respect and praise the establishing of this bipariisan task force fo investigate the tragic events that
happened in Sandy Hook and how future tragedies like that can be avoided. With that being said we are alse concerned
that the task force may be used as a vehicle to push many of the bills that are being proposed straight to the floor for a
vote, Use of an Emergency Certification procedure on any of the current proposals wilf not give an opportunity for our
members to testify in opposition to what we deem would be unfair to many respansible disabled firearms owners,

The rights of responsible disabled firearms owners as well as all responsible firearms owners within the State of Connecticut
shauld take precedent over any such unfair proposals or extreme reactions based on the actions of one severely disturbed
individual eriminal.” ~ Scoft £rnnis, Hemophiliac & Founder of DAFR
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