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Good morning Senator Hartley, Representative Dargan, Senator Guglielmo, Representative Giegler, and
distinguished members of the Public Safety and Security Committee. My name is Andrew Matthews, and T am
President of the Connecticut State Police Union. We are here today to speak in OPPOSITION of:

Governor’s Bill No. 6373

“AN ACT CONCERNING THE POLICING OF INDIAN TRIBAL LAND.”

We oppose the creation of a memorandum of agreement between the Mashantucket Pequot Tribe and/or the
Mohegan Tribe of Indians of Connecticut, which would establish the authority of each tribe’s police department
and police officers to exercise law enforcement powers pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes.

To our knowledge, no memorandum of agreement has been drafted, or exists, that can be reviewed by the
Conmnecticut State Police Union or the legislators who are being asked to approve this significant change in
policing at the casinos. However, we understand that any memorandum of agreement must be approved by the
Chief State’s Attorney and that the Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection and the Chief
State’s Attorney shall jointly have the authority to revoke any such agreement. We are very concerned with the
undisclosed issues such as; what specific duties and responsibilities will the tribal officers have? Who will they
report to? What impact will this change have on all those patronizing the casino premises? Will it remain a safe
location for families to visit? Many more questions can be raised, however they can only be asked once an
agreement is made available for review.

Also, one should guestion the motivation behind this proposal. Is it to save money for the Indian Tribes and
make them more profitable or is it to allow the tribes to have direct control through their officer’s discretion on
whether or not a criminal arrest should be made and therefore jeopardize public safety?

People need to feel safe while visiting Connecticut casinos and we believe they are safe now. Currently, both
casinos have a full time Connecticut State Police presence that has statewide police powers and authority
that effectively patrol the area and objectively investigate any criminal allegations that come to their
attention without undue influence. We believe that by allowing the primary police functions at the casinos to
be performed by law enforcement members under the authority of the tribal management can only lead to
ineffective policing and could open the door to increased criminal activity by those looking to gain inroads into
the gaming facilities to conduct illegal activity. The Connecticut State Police personnel need to be an integral
part of the overall security of the casinos in order to ensure gaming compliance and provide the maximum
security for those visiting,

In closing, the Connecticut State Police Union is willing to be part of any discussions that take place regarding
the proposed memorandum of agreement and we will inform the Chief State’s Attorney and the Commissioner

- of Emergency Services and Public Protection of our intention. We thank the committee for your consideration
on this important issue and would be happy to answer any questions.
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